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The purposes of this thesis are threefold. First, we 
shall attempt to explain the causes of the Winchell 
phenomenon, both in terms of his time and of his background. 1 
His early environment will be carefully brought out, to 
show it's effects on his later writings. 
Secondly, we shall determine what kind of news is put 
into the Winchell column. For that purpose, the research 
unit we have chosen for the content analysis is the item. 
Winchell's column consists of i terns, so that i.VP s the 
n e.tural unit to choose . The only di f ficul ty presented by 
,, this choice came when i'Tinchell used poems . This difficulty 
was resolved by calling each poem at item, no matter how 
long it was. Then, forth-three different categories were 
1 decided upon, including one for items that could not be 
classified into any of the other forty-two. 
Thirdly, we shall attempt to define Winchell's 
attitude on various important questions of the last twelve 
years, by including such categories as "Roosevelt and the 
New Deal", "Communism", "Japan" and "Labor". These 
categories are divided into Pro, Anti and Neutral sections. 
The survey covers eleven different months of columns, 
starting with January, 1937, and moving up a year and a 
month every time, February, 1938, March, 1939, etc. August, 
1944, which would have been included ordinarily, does not 
appear in the survey because the Winchell column does not 
----==:::::...-
i 
appear during that month, as Winchell takes a vacation 
every year during the month of August, and the papers 
either print a guest column written by some notable, or 
print nothing at all in Winchell's usual space. Inclusion 
of guest columns in this survey would be worthless, so 
they have been omitted. 
ll 
All the columns except those of May, 1941, and June, 
1942, were read in the Boston "Daily Record" and the Boston 1 
"Sunday Advertiser". May and June were read in the New 
York "Daily Mirror" and the New York "Sunday Mirror", 
which carry the Winchell columns two days in advance of the 
Boston papers. This resulted in a differential of two 
columns in ea ch of those two months, for bad they been read 
in Boston, there would have been two different colum~s in 
each month's readings. It was felt that this was such a 
slight difference as to render it neligible. 
The number of items per column takes a sharp drop 
after June, 1942, mainly because the Boston "Record" 
starting cutting the bottom third off Wincbell 1 's column. 
This wa s not done for censorship purposes, or anything 
else that would threaten the validity of this study, but 
simply for purposes of economy. 
In the statistics, certain columns are labelled 
"Sunday Columns". These are the columns which appear on 
Sundays in New York, and are subdivided with subheads into 
-i==--=== --------=:::- --=------- - ---- I 
I 
II 
I 
ii 
--- +-----==='~-
sections on the movies, the Legitimate Theatre, Radio, . 
' Newspapers, and Magazines. · Since the "Boston Advertiser" I 
had originally carried these columns but later dropped the I, 
I 
/1 Winchell column entirely, there are no "Sunday" columns 
II in Boston any more on Sundays, but they now appear during 
II 
the week. Up to the time the 11Advertiser 11 dropped Winchell, 
I 
·1 there was no 1t/ednesday column in the "Record", much as the 
"Mirror" carries no Saturday column in New York. After 
,J 
I! the "Advertiser" dropped the Sunday column, the "Record" 
printed six columns a week, including the Sunday New York 
I column. 
I' 
1 ten, while the "Record" moved his column around from page 
In the "Mirror", 1tlinchell has a standard spot on page 
I 
11 to page until July, 1943, when it moved him to the page 
,, 
opposite the editorial page. 
,I The percentages in the monthly and categorical summaries 
li 
II 
were calculated with a slide rule, and checked by long 
division, while the final summaries were done by long 
division and checked three time s in an effort to insure 
, accuracy. 
As to the reliability of the classifice tion of individ-
j' 
l 
jll uhal ki terns ,dnecedssaryt fothr any contefnttianalysis, no planned 
c ec was one ue o e press o me, except for one 
II 
li day's column which I inadvertently did twice, two days 
apart, with identical results. 
--r -=--- ---=-- ---
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The readings \'Vere done in the Patent Room of the 
!I 
Boston Public Library and the Newspaper Division of the 
New York Public Library, on West 25th Street in Manhattan. 
Items which the writer felt fitted two different 
I 
!I classifications were placed in the one which seemed to be th~ 
I 
I, 
II 
I 
'I 
I 
primary purpose of the item, which, of course, require~ 
attempted insight on the part of the writer, which may 
not have always been correct. 
--· ~==================== 
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CHAPTER ONE 
REASONS FOR THIS STUDY~ 
===--
The first question which will naturally arise upon 
reading the title of this thesis, "A Critical Analysis of 
Walter i"linchell", is "Why is this study necessary? ~vas it 
h really necessary to spend seven months of research to 
examine a gossip columnist?" 
. . 1 
1 St. Clair McKelway, in his book on Walter Winchell1 , 
I 
j 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
sums up the answer to those questions, 
"Intrusiveness is the nature of journalism; it is 
it's sharpest and most necessary instrument and 
it is also it's most agonizing responsibility for 
journalists who choose to accept any responsibil-
ity at all. Intrusiveness is journalism's power 
and it's curse. Only taste and a sincere respect 
for accuracy can govern the pov.rer and remove the 
curse. Journalism is as complicated and as diffi-
cult as that. Winchell has no taste and he has 
no sincere regard for accuracy. If he had, he 
could not ''rri te gossip. 
11 1~11 thout taste and a sincere respec·t for accuracy,, 
journalism is a menace, but a menac~ mostly to 
itself, for without those governing qualities it 
tends to lose it's power. It ceases to exert any 
appreciable influence on the intellectual and 
ethical standards of the people . The influence of 
the press as a whole depends to a large degree on 
how much it is admired and respected as an institu-
tion. A publication like "Captain Billy's Whiz 
Bang" may achieve immense popularity, but it does 
not have any more influence than a burlesque show." 
McKe;Lway's principal point seems to be that gossip 
I columnists like Winchell are dangerous to the American 
!I I 
I 
press as a whole because they tend to destroy the public 1 's 
confidence in the press. ~~ything that can be construed 
as a danger to the press as a whole is worthy of study, 
even that of a Master's thesis. 
----=-- -.:: -- =·=---:.::=;._ --=-~ =.. ----===--- ------
1 
I' 
2 
-.=-- ----- -~ ----=-----
I 
'-'-===--- -- --
I 
~=---=--
II 
jl 
Of course, that is not the only valid reason for this 
study. Walter Winchell today is probably the most widely 
read American2 • His column appears in approximately 
'' eight hundred newspapers3, with an incredible ·potential 
II 
11 readership subscribing to those papers of over twenty-five 
,, million readers daily4 • The Fortune survey indicated some 
lJ 
J· 35.8 per cent5 of newspaper readers actually take the 
11 trouble to read syndicated columnists. Applying this 
1 percentage to Winchell, we arrive at a figure of &,950.000!' 
1l Of course, this figure represents the total readership of 
~~ columnists in his papers, not just his readership. Since 
11 most nev.rspapers publish three or more columnists6, we must 
divide this fi gure aga in, perhaps by three, arriving at 
1: a figure just under three million. Since, however, most 
newspapers are read by more than one person, this figure 
Ill represents a rock-bottom readership figure, and we would 
'I 
II 
probably not be far wrong if we said that five million 
Americans read Walter Winchell's column every day!' 
!i 
This study v.rill attempt to ansv-rer a number of questions 
concerning this phenomenon. Who is this man Winchell, 
I 
,, and what is his background? 
,
1 
how did he attain such a position of reaching so ·many 
people? What ~re his attitvaes toward Russia, toward 
Where did he come from, and 
i 
11 . the New Deal and Fair Deal? What does he himself believe 
I in? How accurate is his column? Why do fringe groups of 
II 
'I I 
I 
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bot h ri ght and left hate and revile him? 
In this time of intensive study of all media of mass 
communic P- tions, it is perhap s particularly appropriate to 
analyze the writings and life of the man who reaches one of 
the greatest mass audiences in history daily. Many well-
informed people, news paper re oders who have read the 
.Winchell column daily for ten or fifteen years woul d be 
unable to answer, except in glib generalities, these 
questions and the many others which are raised later on in 
the study. Obviously, the only really scientific and 
scholarly way to answer the questions regarding Winchell's 
columns is through content analysis. 
It is, of course, unnecessary to dwell on the history 
of content analysis. Suffice to sa y that in the last 
twenty years it ha s become a full-fledged research too l of 
great value. It ha s given us a tool to delve one step 
further into our analysis of communic ation content, a step 
tha t was imuossible before. It is now possible to attempt 
1
1 
to put our finger on the entire personality a.nd set of 
moti vations that govern a writer's thoughts , at least so 
, f a r as these motiva tions are expressed in his writings. 
Of course, if a man is entirely insincere in his writings 
and yet manages to hide this insincerity in his writings 
content analysis is helpless in revealing his true think-
ing. However, a thorough analysis of the life and career 
3 
I 
I' 
I 
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of vlalter Winchell will strongly lead one to believe that 
Winchell's personality and motivations are truly reflected 
in his column. For, as will be clearly shown in the 
biographical and analyti cal sections of this paper, Win-
chell is his column. One f acet of his importance as a 
journalist lies in the often overlooked fact that, more 
than any other writer today, Winchell succeeds in putting 
himself down on paper to an uncanny degree. Any Winchell 
reader, as he scans the column, can practically hear 
Winchell's racing voice saying those same words he is 
reading. This is not only due to the fact that most people 
,, 
who read the columns listen to the Winchell broadcasts also. 
It is caused by the fact that Winchell projects himself so 
successfully into his column. 
Still another reason why students in the field of 
communication content analysis should know more about 
Walter Winchell is the fact that he has, according to some 
views, singlehandedly reversed the trend of impersonality 
which was becoming prevalent in American journalism. As 
Stanley Walker says7~ 
"Winchell did much for journalism, for which 
journalism has been slow to thank him for. He 
helped change the dreary, ponderous impersonality 
which was pervading the whole press. Do news-
papers today print twice, or ten times as much 
news about people -- what they are like, what 
their crochets are, what they eat and drink and 
wear -- as they did ten years ago? Some of the 
credit belongs to Winchell." 
---------------
'I 
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Some observers have tried to explain away Winchell's 
entire career by s~ying that he simply brought the old 
nersonal column of country journalism to the big city. It 
has been suggested that anyone doing the same thing at the 
time Winchell did would have succeeded, and they point out 
the success of so many of Winchell's imitators to prove 
their point. Stanley 1tlalker, who was l ater to revise and 
lower his estimate of Winchell, answered t hem with8 
"Winchell brought to his job the perfect equipment, 
great energy, an eager desire to know what wa s going 
on, a lack of conventional breeding and experience, 
a mind delightfully free of book learning, and an 
unquenchable desire to be a newspaperman. If his 
background has been different, he would have been 
so befuddled by canons of what some people call 
good taste that he would have revolted at some of 
his best stuff." 
Or, has Charles Fisher so humorously puts itSa 
"The country paper of rural America functioned by 
reporting comings and goings, the minister's teas, 
the erection of a new porch on the banker's home 
and the like. But where was there ever a country 
paper which announced that the banker has been 
seen drinking corn likker with a blond choir 
singer at a roadhouse in the next county? Or which 
declard authoritatively that the preacher's wife 
was about to become a mother, that the new school-
mistress had pretty legs, that the daughter of the 
Chamber of Commerce President had been expelled 
from college, that Deacon Wilkins and his wife 
were contemplating a divorce, and that the Christ-
ian Endeavor funds were fourteen dollars short? 
"If the press of the 
enterprise, it might 
did in the twenties. 
have been run out of 
hinterlands had s howed such 
have flourished more than it 
It might also, of course, 
town." 
Still another reason why Winchell cannot be dismissed 
=--=-- --==-.~ 
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lightly is the fact that he now has so many imitators all 
over the country reporting the goings on of important 
people. Leonard Lyons, one imita tor who was actually a 
protege of Winchell who still sho~>rs him a great deal of 
deferenc e ; Louis Sobel, who succeeded Winchell on the 
"Graphic"; Ed Sullivan , who feuds intermittantly with 
Winchell; Danton Wal ker, Dorothy Kil gallen and countl ess 
others are followers of the pro f ession Winchel l s t arted . 
It is an ent i rely new brand of journali sm , created by one 
man, Winchell . 
The influence of Walter Winchell is great enough so 
1
1 that his most confirmed enemy, Joseph P. Kamp of the 
I Constitut ional Education League, a nat ionalistic, anti-
semitic and pro~nazi front organization, has this to say 
about him in a poisonous book called "With Lotions of Love" 
"Vlal ter itlinchell, as the witting or unwitting tool 
of an interna tionalistic cabal, is servina: as a 
fri ghtening Twentieth Century Golem made of news-
print pulp and wired for sound in imitation of 
that awesome ancient Golem of four centuries ago--
an idol fashioned by demagogic fear-mongers to 
terrorize their people with exhortations to con-
fusion and disunity. 
"The import of Winchell's role can only be fully 
understood when it is recognized that the United 
States of America is in the throws of a great 
internal, ideological conflict. The sinister 
forces of Internationalism, Communism, Socia.lism, 
Collectivism and Left Wing New Dealism are slugging 
it out with individualists who still believe in 
constitutional government and the American Way of 
Life. 
"Walter Winchell is in the forefront of this con-
- --- --:::; 
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flict to destroy by any means--mostly insidious--
every vestige of sound American thought, speech 
and action, the while he bleats spurious prote s-
tations of Star-Spangled patriotism. 
"For twenty odd years, \Alal ter Winchell has per-
petrated the hoax of seeing all, hearing all, 
knowing all ••• and telling all. Gullible millions 
have accepted his column and broadcasts as Holy 
Writ . He has become an increasingly influential 
person in molding the opinions of those exposed 
to diversive propaganda and correspondingly 
valuable to Lhe subversiv? interests which are 
being served by his strange code of so-called 
patriotism and his stranger sense of alleged 
public service. 
"He is powerful. 
"He is dangerous. 
"He is a menace to America. 
"He must be debunked." 
Of course, the fact that Mr. Kamp was battling a 
sedition indictment, among other things, may have pre-
11 judiced him slightly against Winchell, whose agitating 
~ played no small part in bringing on the indictment10 • 
I 
I However, lest you think that the attack on Winchell 
is directed mainly from one quarter, irresponsible 
li extreme right, here is what the Daily 11\-lorker" had to say 
'I about him in 1944. 
I 
I 
I 
"And a Jewish- American newspaperman , Walter 
Winchell, rushes forward to help the Nazis in 
America in spreading their propaganda." 
Walter Winchell is, therefore, a phenomenon of no 
small importance in America today. This study is an 
attempt to define his personal opinions as reflected in 
----- ~~~ - ---=- ----=-== -=- - ==---o--=-=-= - -===-- =----=---=-
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his columns, a study of his life, and a look at gossip 
itself, which has made Winchell what he is today. 
I 
I 
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CHAPTER TWO 
A STUDY OF GOSSIP 
Despite all nrotestations to the contrary, Walter 
Winchell is essentially a ~ossip columnist, and that has 
ma de him the fi gure he is today. Whether you like irfinchell 
11 or not, whether you accept his doctrines or not, Winchell 
is no deep thinker like Walter Lippmann, nor a well-read 
" and well-informed sneerer like George Sokolsky, and the 
II understanding of this fact is necessary to the understand-
' 
I 
I 
I 
ing of this American phenomenon. 
The origin of the word "gossip" is well known, but its 
success story climb to its common usage today is vague. 
Originally, the word . "gossip" referred to the person who 
II served as a sponsor at a b:tism, the godmother. These 
I 
ladies were called godsips , soon contracted to gossips. 
However, as these ladies were mostly elderly, they were 
I 
I 
I 
'I 
I 
great talkers. Everyone in the village soon heard from 
them as to the details of the ceremony. Had the minister's 
hand trembled unaccountably? Did the baby have a sneezing 
fit just before the minister laid on the holy water? It 
did not particularly matter if the much-whispered details 
jl did not actually occur. 
.I 
The village people were so eager 
to hear little bits of scandal that they would have felt 
unusually cheated if the ceremony was dull and the gossips 
ha.d nothing to report, so the gossips soon learned to 
become the centers of attention by making up enough dirt \, 
1 to satisfy all their listeners. 
I 
!] 
I 
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After a compare tively shorttime, semantically speak-
ing, the word came to be accepted as -meaning "idle or 
inaccurate talk", when referring to the information it-
self, or "one who rushes around sprea.ding such inaccurate 
, information", when referring to the gossiper himself. 
I 
Indeed, by Chaucer 1 s time, the word had acquired a def-
initely unpleasant connotation, as Chaucer wrote bitterly2 , 
"My gossip, dwelling in our town, C--od save he r soul, her 
11 name is Alisoun". 
,I 
II 
II 
I 
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For several centuries after that, the word maintained 
its unpleasant .connotation. However, from the middle 
twenties of this century on, gossip began to climb towards 
the position of journalistic eminence it occupies today. 
Few newspapers go to press without at least one gossip 
column somewhere in their pages, and no newspaper refrains 
from printing it in one form or another . Every Washington 
11 column contains it, of necessity, and foreign news is 
II 
11 filled with o;.ossip, dis guised by those hoary twins, "well-
'! 
l1 informed sources 11 and 11 sources close to 11 • There are now a 
I large number of widely syndicated gossip columnists, all 
1 imitators of Winchell in one form or another3 , who brashly 
use the gossip re 9orting technique to cover national , 
international and private affairs. 
The radio, as much as the press, shows its obsequious-
ness to the ~reat lord go ssip. In their effott to outdo 
II 
-- k 
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the press, radio commentators, as differentiated from 
straight radio news reporting has fallen to the same level ll 
as newspaper columnists. 
I 
1
1l 
II 
The acceptance and encouragement of gossip and all 
I 
that gossip stands for is a si gn of the disappearance of 
somet hing in the American character, which mi ght have been 
I 
r called good taste. It was a characteristic that showed an 
intolerant attitude toward petty things. Americans of the 
II nineties accepted the fact that some things were "done" 
II and others were simply "not done". Such people never 
1
,, 
would have rea.d gossip .. columns, no matter who the authors 
r were. Such people also have fought tooth and nail to keep 
, their n0mes out of such columns. 
I 
II Today, however, the opposite is true . A vast major-
'll 
ity of people, of all classes, scrambel to get their name s 
'i into the "column". There is no doubt which column they 
11 are referring to. A mention in Y.linchell' s column has come 
II to be recognized as official reco gnition in the Broadway 
jl 
1
1
J area. A story is told, perhaps apocryphal5, of how one 
morning i n May a t 4 a.m., two sedans collided at the corner 
Ill of 86th Street and Central Park West in Manhattan. Ei ght 
I• I' people \vere b adly sma shed up. The driver of one of the 
~ cars was laid out on the sidewalk , on a seat cushion, and 
j: 
I' an uninjured friend knelt over him waiting for the ambu- 1' 
'I lance to come, as he kept repeating, "Oh, I'm hurt bad in 
----=tr~ 
11 
!I 
the chest. My chest's hurt bad". 
Suddenly the friend looked up, recogniz ing the face of 
a passerby as a face he had seen in a newspaper. "There's 
Walter Winchell", he said . 
the paper about it". 
"Ma ybe he' l l put something in 
The man on the cushion stared up at the black sky and 
jl said in the same fl a t , unsurpri s ed voi ce , 110h, I 'm hurt 
I' bad in t he che s t--hello vlalter- - my chest's hurt bad ". 
Nearly every journalist has tried at one t i me or 
I 
rl another to explain or describe the ·ianchell phenomenon • . 
1
. BUt that parenthetical greeting from the stranger on the 
~I sidewalk on Centra l Pa rk West stands as one of the most eloquent expressions of the Americ an people's complete and 
,1 final acceptance of Walter Wi nchell 1 s complete ubiquity. 
II 
11 St. Clair McKelway had this to say about the disappear- I 
II 
I 
I 
anc e of that indefinable quali ty in American life and the 
advent of gossip. 
"As a positive thing , this indefinable quality 
was not always admirable. Sometimes , it seemed 
downright narrow minded. But it is beginning to 
look as if its advantages may not have outwei ghed 
it's drawbacks. 
"It is the anything-goes code that has encoura.ged 
all those things that confront us every day in 
the contemporary American scene, the thin~s tha t 
somet imes shock us and make us wonder how - they 
got onto the American scene in the first place--
thing s l ike a toy machine gun at a ni ght club, a 
statesman putting on a bit of acting for the news-
reel camera s, leading fi gures in art, sc ience and 
l itera ture quipping and clmvning over the air, an 
aristocratic ma tron endorsing a f acial cream, an 
=-= --===::-
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I 
advertising campaign based on bad breath, an 
influential industri a l i st reading a s-peech 
written by a press agent, and a thousand other 
things you can't quite get indi gnant about, but 
which bother you from time to time and make you 
wi sh there were a l ittle more di gnity scattered 
about, a little more taste, a little more of what 
used to be called character, a little more honesty 
and a whole lot less of the racketeer's way of 
looking at life. 
"Gossip is one of those things tha t has crept in-
to American scene under the protection of the 
anything- goes code. It is probably not the worst 
or t he most ha rmful of the up sta.rt practices 
which a re everywhere about us, but is one you can · 
put your finger on because it is in front of your 
eyes every day. Its presence in American 
journalism is almost entirely due to the peculiar 
personality of one man. This man in Walter Winchell, 
an odd little ex-vaudevillian, a product of New 
York 's ea st side, vain, hard, ambitious but with no 
special educa tion. His rise from r a gs to riches is 
an Americ s.n saga. The respect this country has 
shown for him in years pa st, and still shows to an 
astounding degree, is an Americ ?n s aga too--a 
cur i ous one, often fant a stic, sometimes so incred-
ible as to be humorous, and. on the who l e as 
scandalous as Winchell's. gos.s.ip i ts.elf" ,. 
In defense of Winchell on this. point, it must be 
,1 pointed out tha t Winch·ell 1 s amazing succes.s, both in his. 
Ill column and on the air, gives some clue to the f act tha t he 
I had touched the vital stream of American thought. He 
, obviously did not remove this. indefinable element from the 
American cha r a cter by himself. He merely exploited what 
he was s.hrev.rd enough to find there. The wors.t he can be 
called in this connection is a pandered to low tas.te s, not 
a creator of them. 
And yet, there are probably thous.ands of re aders who 
-=---. ==- =---=~ -==-=-- ==- - - - -=-=---=----- --~-- -
13 
J 
I turn to Winchell each day to learn the latest and most 
and his hard and fast ideas about American patriotism, has 
1 been called7 "one of the most effective pro-American 
mediums of propaganda in the country". 
From the outset of his career as a gossip writer in 
the twenties, people who Winchell has looked up to have 
encouraged and abetted him. Guest columns which filled his 
regular space so that he could take his annual month long 
vacation each August have been \'rri tten by George Bernard 
Shaw, Theodore Dreiser, Leopold Stokowski, James J. Walker, 
11 Faith Baldwin, Gypsy Rose Lee, Ruper Hughs, Lowell Thomas, 
11 Shirley Temple, James Montgomery Flagg and Harry Conover. 
I It is said that in 19399 , as President Roosevelt started a 
forty-five minute ·chat with 1-linchell, he said, "Walter, 
I've got an item for you". 
No weak demigod, let alone a mere man, could be ex-
.1 pected to receive all the adulation, advice and encourage-
! 
1
: ment from the great in America :of all fields and remain 
'I I 
completely unaffected by it. Winchell's conduct has, on 
the whole, been no worse than that of most other people 
thrust into the national limelight suddenly. 
Winchell and his gossiping have been condemned openly 
14 
II 
few times in respectable quarters. In addition to the al-
ready quoted remarks about him above, the attacks on 
I 
o1 Winchell have for the most part been directed at him person-
II 
II 
I 
I 
ally, in a rather fumbling way. At a gathering at the 
Central Park Casino in January, 1932, Earl Carroll got to 
10 his feet and said:: 
"Winchell, I wonder if you can take it. I want to 
tell you that you are unfit to associ a te with 
decent people. You don't belong"., 
There was an uncomfortable silence, and Winchell did 
not reply. Later, he said, "Carroll was certainly entitled 1 
to his scolding of me. I had treated him pretty mean for 
me.ny years. 11 Afterwards, they made up and the incident 
attracted little public attention. 
Jl A more stubborn critic of Winchell was the late Marlan 
II 
I 
Pew, for many years the editor of "Editor and Publisher". 
Pew said of Winchell: · 
11A great many people have incurred injury and in-
dignity at the hands of Walter Winchell, but few 
people have stopped to call his bluffs. He is 
considered an American untouchable. To sue him is 
to touch pitch. So, the Broadway scavenger has 
enjoyed remarkable immunity and seems to feel 
unusual power." . 
vlestbrook Pegler applied the most devestating epithet 
to \llinchell when he called him a "men's room journalist1112 , 
II but the f act that it came from Pegler destroyed much of its 
effectiveness. 
Even Alexander Woolcott, one of Winchell's most starry-
T 
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eye admirers, said13 , "I suppose that i t would be easy to 
assemble evidence in support of the contention that Winchel l 
is lacking in taste." 
Of course, every reactionary in American life, from 
Congressmen like Ma.rtin Dies, Clare Hoffman, John Rankin, 
Theodore Bilbo, A.L. Miller and Jobn Taber to businessmen 
like Eddie Rickenbacker and Charl es Lindbergh14 , have hated 1 
,I Winchell with a great passion from way back, and have made 
1
; him the target of their abuse. Their attacks were directed,, 
' as I have shown, at Winchell himself for his political or 
, gossip reporting, but not at the gossip itself. It has 
I' J apparently become accepted in our life today. Gossip , 
11 once the property of the village old women, has become an 
important· feature in American journalism, and who is to 
r say that this is not the reason for the decline in. the 
• influence and prestige of the Ame r ican press, much as 
MbKelway feared. Let us now, therefore , take a good, l ong 
1 look at the man who has personi fied that development. 
I, 
I 
I 
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CHAPTER THREE 
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF WALTER WINCHELL 
II 
II 
'I 
I 
,J 
I: 
When Walter Winchell was born in New York City on 
April 7, 18971 , it was probably the last time that a 
"ble ssed event" in the Winchell family went unreported. 
Among Winchell-haters, you can start · an argument 
easily enough by simply asking them what they think his 
real name is. Babbling Joe Kamp insists it should be 
2 Vevele Weinschul , a good, honest respectabl8 name". His 
mother's name was Bakst3, and at various times, the latest 
tip was that his name was either Bakst, Hirshfield or 
4 Lipschitz • One possible explanation offered is that once, 
early in his career, Winchell's real name was "exl)osed" by 
jl Harry Hirshfield as being Lipschitz, to which Winchell re-
torted that he was really Harry Hirshfield5. If you think 
II this controversy about Winchell's real name is petty, it 
will just shine a little light on the extremely controver-
;1 sial nature of the man himself. 
I The best evidence seems to indicate that his father' 's 
i! n~me ''~as vlinchel, and vlal ter himself, or an obliging sign 
I· 
1
1 painter7 added the extra "l" '' to make the name look better. 
II 
,, 
I, 
Winchell was born on New York's upper East Side, not 
8 far from Fifth Avenue • The section has now come to a 
part of Harlem. His parents were not happily married, 
II and his f ather never made much of a home for the background 
10 
and raising of a family In 1900, Winchell's brother Al 
was born, and after that his father took off for points 
-----==~ 
II 
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1 unknown and Mrs. Winchell divorced her husband a few years 
!1 later and resumed her maiden name of Bakst11 • 
I 
The two boys never had anJ kind of home life at all, 
as Mrs. Bakst was forced to board the children out with 
I 
I I relatives and occasionally even complete strangers who were 
11 
willing to give them beds and meals for a few dollars a 
12 week • On the north side of 116th Street, between Fifth 
~~ and Lenox Avenues, stands Public School 184, where Walter 
1 
received all the academic education that Walter was ever to 
11 get, grades 1 through 613 • 
lj The struggle for literal hand to mouth surviva l un-
II 
doubtedly too its t oll n the young mind of l'lalter \tlinchell . 
. 14 
His parents had been rather visionary Jews , who found it 
difficult to get on in this strange new country. Walter's 
reaction was typically second generation. He learned at 
an early age to be out for. himself. Winchell at an early 
age was probably very similar to the overly aggressive 
Sammy in "What Makes Sammy Run". 
I A psychiatrist would be baff~ed by the diametrically . 
II 
opposite brothers. Coming from the same parents, with the 
same background and early environment, there are few 
brothers so completely different. Al stayed in school, 
1
1 
when Walter quit at the age of thirteen, and finished his 
II 
I education15 • He is today a meek, mild-mannered accountant 
=~ 
I 
16 living in obscurity in Manhattan • Still immensely loyal 
18 
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to his r ather aloof brother, Al ha.s been known to stop 
strangers he noticed in the subway reading the column, 
and tell them proudly, "that's my brother"17. 
Even when still in school, \'lal ter used to run right 
from school over to the Imperial Theatre (now called the 
Regun) on 116th Street down toward Lenox, where a Mrs. 
11 Jessel used to collect tickets, and encourage her young 
li son, George, and his frien'd.s to become entertainers18 • 
II 
II 
II 
II 
I, 
I 
I 
It i'ras at the Imperial that vlalte r got his first job, 
as a singing usher19 . The act was billed "McKinley, 
Stanley and Lawrence", and consisted of three children all 
20 under twelve , who sang songs to the accompaniment of 
colored lantern slides during the intermissions. "McKinley" 
was George Jessel, 11Stanley 11 was Jack Weiner, now a 
theatrical agent, and "Lawrence" as Walter Winche1121 • 
22 Their billing called them, very truthfully, "The Little 
Men with the Big Voices". 
In 1910, when Winchell wa s thirteen , he and Jessel 
1
1 
i'Tere _hired for Gus Edwards 1 kid act, along with some other 
I youngsters named Eddie Cantor , Georgie Price and Lila Lee23. 
I 
I However, as 11 Time 11 magazine says 24 11 If Winchell has pos-
I . 
11 
sessed any great talent for singing and dancing, contempory 1 
I journalism would have been considerably duller". vlinchell 
either outgrew or was fired from Edwa rds' ' troupe a short 
time later, but he and various girl partners hung around 
19 
I 
1: 
'i 
I 
the vaudeville circuits, never getting any better spot than 
the dreaded on fo llowing the acr?bats25. By 1917, he was 
more than willing to enlist in the navy26 • Winchell spent 
Jl his first navy hitch as receptionist to Rear Admiral 
!I 
'I 
I 
I 
II 
II 
,, 
Marbury Johnston, in the New York City Customs House27~ 
Winchell once said that while pausing in front of a lighted 
candle where he was .sealing offical correspondence, he 
stopped to listen to try to hear what the Admiral was 
telling some other officers about the impending armistice . 
II His nose caught fire, anQ he unabashedly admits that he 
I
I 
was unaware of the mishap until the Admiral came out and 
j called his attention to i t 28 • 
I· ,I Upon his discharge from the navy in 1918, vlinchell 
I, kept his status in the reserves , when it wasn 1 t the vo gue 
to do so, and he went back into vaudeville with a partner 
29 
named Green • He worked in a singing, dancing and talk-
ing act, doing a little dancing along with the other 
L 
I 
I
I, cho re s. It was while working ~n a Chicago Theatre, Pantages 
'I 
,, 
il 
II 
Road Show No. 151 being the current attraction, that the 
fi rst Winchell gossip column appeared on the bulletin 
board of the theatre3°. A neatly typed page divided into 
three columns, he christened it the "Daily Newsense"31 • 
It contained items about every one in the cast and 
I their private lives. It told where the sandwiches were 
~ the bi ggest and the cheapest, whose mother was just getting 
----- ~ 
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I 
over the grippe, who had had a beer with whom, and who had 
been seen in whose dressing room. Winchell learned a 
great deal about gossip writing doing the one page weekly. 
As St. Clair McKelway says32 : 
"Though the author of the column was not exactly 
popular, he was respected, sometimes feared, and 
assiduously read. Frequently one menber of the 
troupe would tell Winchell something about another , 
and Winchell noticed that these contributors 
appeared to experience a pleasurable sense of 
self-importance when they saw the item in Wincnell 1 s 
column and witnessed the furor it created back-
stage11. 
Another thing he learned he expressed best himsel f 
i-ihen he said33 : "People like to tell tales, and if I take 
the rap for what they tell me, they'll tell a lot". 
As lflinchell' s typewritten sheet began to attract 
attention outside the theatres where he worked, he ex-
panded it's coverage to include jokes, verses, quips and 
personality stories, including such deathless gags as 
"you tell 'em Ouija, I' m bored 11 34 . The columns were good, 
and soon 1tlinchell. began sending in small bits to "Bill-
board" ana the Chicago "Herald-Examiner", being paid 
snace rates, and occasionally even rating a signed "w.w.n35 
Winchell also sent in a signed column to the New York 
"Vaudeville News", a giveaway sponsored by the Keith-
11 Albee Circuit, edited (and staffed) by Glenn Condon36 • 
1922, after a four week lay-off from his $100 a week 
salary, Condon's offer of a $25 a week job on the "News" 
By 
- -=------ .=. - -=- - - -~--=- ~ = - -==-=·-=----
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1 was eagerly accepted by Winchell37. He had just been 
I through an unsuccessful marriage to Rita Green, an ex-
partner of George Jessel's in vaudeville38 • They were 
divorced, and Miss Green retired to private life and ob-
" ' 39 scurity • 
In taking the job on the "Vaudeville News", Winchell 
1 talked Condon into turning the paper from a gi vea,.;a.y into 
\1 a nickel a copy paper, and soliciting advertising40 • 
II 
II 
'V'linchell became the advertising manager in addl tion to his 
reportorial and photographic duties, and collected a 20 
per cent commission on the advertising gross41 • 
Winchell prospered in his work almost immediately. 
The things he wrote were light and popular, and seldom 
mali cious. He used to stand in front of the Palace Theatre, 
42 the mecca of vaudeville, with his camera • He would take 
pictures of actors and actresses, gat her whatever gossip 
and chatter he could from them and solicit personal 
advertising from the theatrical people43. ~tli thin the 
course of his first year on the "News" Condon encouraged 
him and gave him several raises44 • 
By his constant hanging around the Broadway area, 
'I 
1 Winchell ce.me to know many people, big and small. He be-
came friendly with James J . Walker, later Mayor of New 
York, and Herbert Baye.rd Swope, then Executive Editor of 
the now defunct "New York World1145 • Swope was later to say 
--=-========-- -- ·...=-- - :.::;.;;:.__---=-=-- --=-
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of Winchell: "I was impressed at once by his energy and 
efficiency."46 Among the other important figures that 
Winchell got to know was Fulton Oursler, who submitted 
several verses to Winchell on the "News". The fact that 
~ Winchell printed none of them, instead of angering Oursler, 
i appa~ently made him respect Winchell's critical judgment, 
for in 1924, when Oursler was called upon by Bernarr Mac-
Fadden to edit his newly-founded New York "Graphic", 
Oursler offered \'linchell a job irnmediately47 • 
It was an unusual kind of job, for it consisted of 
being a combination drama critic, columnist , amusement 
I
ll editor and advertising solicitor. 
it himself by saying48: 
Oursler once explained 
"When the 1 Graphic'' was started, Winchell wanted a 
job as Drama Cri t ic with his own Broadway column. 
I engaged him v-ri th the idea that he would be the 
I
ll best tipster for the City desk that any Editor 
could want, and allowed him to have his column to 
keep him happy. 11 
1! The salary though, was $100 a week, and Winchell jumped 
I 
II 
I' 
at the job. 
Shortly afterv.rards, the first number of 49 "Your 
Broadway and Mine" appeared. The first item in the fir st 
column was a verse entitled "A Ne;vspaper Poet's Love ", 
and it was signed "W. 1t[. 11 
Gossip writing in it's modern form was still unknown 
in 1924, and the first year of Winchell's column attracted 
little attention. It was very similar to Franklin P. Adams• · 
r- --- = ~- ~ -=---~ --
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column in the "World", made up mostly of jokes and verses 
and non-intimate personal items. 
II Following the vvi shes of his editor Oursler, 'Winchell 
was continually turning over to the city desk such tips 
as he could di g up , offering them as the basis for straight 
news stories5°. They consisted of such scandalous items 
II as who was going to have a baby, who ·was thinking of a 
, divorce , and who was carrying on with whom. These items, 
now a stock in trade of the Americ an newspaper, were soft-
1 pedaled or eliminated completely in those days. The 
I 
I "Graphic 
11 was certainly never burdened v-ri th undue respect-
I 
ability, but it's editors were a little wary of the libel 
la\'IS, and never printed news of impending divorces unt i l 
matters reached the courts or t he police . 
The "Graphic" , which invented and popularized suc h 
I 
h ce sspool devices as the "composo~rauh", f or v:hich they were 
! sued many times, would not have thought of printing stori e s 
abou t the marria es of men like Kip hinelander, until 
I the story reached the courts when the Rhinelander f amily 
II sued for an annulment5°a. 
I 
51 However, on a news- barren day l a te in 1925 , Winchell 
decided to fill some space on hi s pa ge with a column of the 
II 
As Charles Fisher said,5la 1
1 
more unusual i terns. 
II "The response crystallized his 
began whooping with excitement 
the opportunity to examine the 
the better-known citizens." 
career. New Yorkers 
and delight at 
private lives of 
-=====-c- -·-
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Wi nchell was made. 
Winchell had but recently mar:ried ' June Magee5 2 , and the . 
1 bi g break came at an opportune time. While still v-rorking 
for the "News", he had called one night at the National 
Vaudeville Artists Club, to interview a dancer who was 
Awakening Miss Magee 
· from a sound sleep by a knock on the door, Winchell request-
II ed an interviev-r. The very annoyed young lady, who was 
merely baby-sitting for some married friends, opened the 
door,. thrust the baby in its carriage through the open door,: 
and shouted to Winchell,, "If you want a story, talk to the 
baby". She promptly retired again for the night. The 
contrite Winchel l called her the next day to apologiz~,. 
I and wooed the lovely dancer by means of free publicity in 
I 
I 
the "News" . They were married 192353 • 
Within a year after Winchell left the "Vaudeville 
54 News", it collapsed • His meteoric rise to world-wide 
f ame on the "Graphic" wa s amazing. His columns were the 
talk of New York. His name was the password to all strata 
of society. He became the intimate of the socialites, 
both th~ high-and the cafe-types. His friends in all 
branches of shovT business served as non-paid tipsters. He 
was a confidante of all manner of people, including the 
11 underworld, and it was these varied associations that were 
.l to make him, in the words of Arthur Brisbane55, a pretty 
I 
II 
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good reporter himself, "The greatest reuorter in the United 
States". 
11 During those hectic years on the "Graphic 11 , during the 
II dizzy and da.ffy era of Peaches and Daddy Brovming, of the 
Snyder-Gray and Hall-Mills cases, VVinchell 1 s fame continued 
1 to spread, and so did his earning power. His salary was 
~ upped to $250 a week and MacFadden's "Graphic 11 wisely 
signed him to a five year contract, just in time to keep 
him from going over to the "World", where Herbert Bayard 
Swope recognized a good thing when he saw one. By 1929,. 
William Randolph Hearst was getting interested in Winchell~ 1 
and an agreement was signed by William A. Curley, editor 
in Chief of Hearst's "Journal 11 , stating that when and if 
itiinchell left the employment of the "Graphic", he was to go 
to work for Hearst at $500 a week and a $500 bonus f or 
I II signing. 
I, I 
1 Wichell s next move was to undertake to be fired from 
II the "Graphic", no mean task, for MacFadden's admiration 
II 
II 
for Ttfinchell 1 s drawing power was great . However, Gauveau, 
the "Graphic" editor , was somewha.t less restrained in his 
praise for Winchell. Infact, they hated each other58 • 
Winchell began his campaign by consistently calling up 
McFadden at odd hours during the night and demanding to be 
fired59. The stories of how Winchell's career at the 
"G-:r··aphic" finally ended are numerous. The best one says t 
li 
II 
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like the "Vaudeville News 11 , folded, although there were 
undoubtedly many other reasons66. The "Graphic 11' had tried 
hard to fill Winchell's spot67, first with Louis Sobel, 
who was snapped up by Curley of the "Journal", still 
rankling at the 11Mirror 1 s 11 grabbing Winchell, and Ed 
Sullivan, who was signed by the "News". It was said that 
there v1ere 200,000 readers in New York alone who would 
11 follow vVinchell to any paper68 • 
,I 
raised Winchell to $1, 000 a week, and shortly afterwardst 
Hearst recognized this power immediately, and soon 
1 '\-'Then v/inchell added a seventh column to his weekly six, 
Hearst gave him another $167 a week. 69 
II In the early thirties Winchell's column reached the 
I
ll peak, or nadir if you p refer, of it'~ intimateness. 
gradual transition which has taken place since can trace 
The 
I it's start to the tempestuous happenings in the underworld 
I with which Winchell was involved. 
li He had been proud of the fac t tha t he knew everyone i worth knowing .·  in New York, and this group included Owney 
J Madden and Vincent Co1170 • Winchell was particularly · 
I 
11 intimate with Madden, and shared the same barbershop with 
11 him. Madden was later to testify before a grand jury that 
l1 "Winchell was 0. K. with the mob". 71 Nobody ever proved 
that Winchell got any monetary rewards for his friendships 
with the mobsters, and it is strongly doubted that he ever 
II 
II 
- ====- -- =--
did. Indeed, Winchell once boasted to Madden, "What could 
you ever do for me?"7 2 Madden once presented ~iinchell with 11 
I' 
il 
!I 
I I 
I 
I 
I 
a Stutz roadster, and Winchell finally talked Madden into 
letting him pay for it73. 
When the gang wars raged in New York in the early 
thirties, the public accepted it with a "go fight city hall" 
attitude. The police were effectively bought off every 
time somebody committed a particularly bloddy murder. 
Vincent Coll, once one of Dutch Schultz's trusted lieuten-
ants, left Schultz and went into business (rumm running) 
for himself74 • In 1 931, Coll and Schultz, in one of their 
periodic vendettas, managed to kill a child and would four 
other children who were playing on West 107th Street in 
Ne\'i York 75. Although Coll was a c q_ui tted of the murder 
II charge due to the skill of Samule Liebowitz, "historians 
II 
of the period agree that that wa s the incident which turned 
1l public sentiment away from the gangsters and towards law 
!I and order. "76 
II From the time of the baby ldlling · in August 1931 and 
'I 
February 1932, Winchell printed 21 items about gangsters, 
1 no different from the ones he had used for years. He 
habitually called the mobsters "the Baddies".78 
On February 8, 1932, Winchell's column was in its 
I j1 usual s pot, page ten of the New York "Mirror" vrhen it hit 
the stands about seven o'clock of a Sunday evening. It 
II 
II 
I 
II 
29 
contained this item:79 "Local banditti have made one hotel 
a virtual arsenal and several hotspots are ditto because 
Ma ster Coll is givi~g them the hE?adache". 
At 12 : 45 that night, those ancient and vicious 
1: I murderers, "person or person s unknown" poured a barrage of 
lead into Coll as he sat in a phonebooth in a drugs tore on 
8th Avenue and 23rd Street.80 
Soon after the ki l ling, Winchell was on the scene, 
gloating over the immediate fulfillment of his veiled 
prediction. He went back to the "Mirror 11 . off1ce, where he 
received the most famous phone call since Flo Ziegfeld 
I said g oodbye to Billie Burke71 • 
II 
II 
II 
"People who were in the 1 Mirror 1 'o ffice that ni ght 
think tha t the call was either from the killer 
of Coll (who was never caught) or from one of his 
friends. The supposition is that ~ho~ver telephoned 
upbraided Winchell for revealing too much in his 
column, and told him there was a good chance that 
he, Winchell, mi ght get killed also. In any case, 
Winchell said hysterically to a fellow-worker in 
the 1 Mirror' office, 'They''re putting me on the 
spot. They may be waiting outside . What can I do?'" 
The panic-stricken Winchel l called Owney Madden8 3 v-Tho 
is said to have chastized Winchell for his indiscretions,. 
84 but who promised to see what he could do • What Madden 
did was get in touch with Madden's killer friends who 
located Coll 1 s killers for him, and Madden made them agree 
to let Winchell live. Madden 1 s men had to ta1_?;:e vlinchell 
home that night, so pe t rif e with f ea r was he, and 
gua rded him f or several days afterwards. 
-- ==---
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The Nev; York "Times" of February 12, 1932, r e:;J orted, 
"Following threats on his life, Walter Winchell , Broadvmy 
I columnist and radio broadca ster, has received police pro-
1
' tection since Friday night." 
II 
"Variety," whose publisher Sime Silverman had aided 
86 Winchell early in his career, reported : 
"Police of the West 47th Street Station said that 
the columnist appeared 'nervous and in genuine 
fear of his life'. He. was attented, they said, by 
tvm men acting as a private guard. (Madden''s men). 
A policeman was detailed to augment the defensive 
force.'" 
This care inspired Winchell to fill his column for a 
time thereafter with premonitions of his early death. He 
,! was not too sure of himself in his subsequent Grand Jury 
appearance concerning Call's death. He carried it off 
I 
I 
beautifully, however, as the awed jurors made no trouble 
for such a celebrity. 
He immediately left for California after that, where 
I he lolled on the be~ch for six weeks, under police protec-
tion, while his column was handled by Paul Yawitz and his 
87 
r a dio s how by Louis Sobel • 
Upon his return to New York, V.Tinchell' s gradue.l tran- -
sition began. He started to think of himself as a writer 
and newspaperman, and not just a gossip columnist. This 
thinking led to his handling of the Zangara and Lindberg 
baby stories. 
When Zangara fired at President-elect Franklin 
--=----=-- -===---=- .::::.- _:-
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I 
Roosevelt in Miami late in 1932 and killed Mayor Anton 
Cermak of Chicago instead, Winchell scooped the nation by 
telling the Miami sheriff, "I'm Walter Winchell. Get me 
into that cell and I'll put your name in every newspaper in 
I' America "88 • Winchell got his exclusive interview, although 
he had to pay the cable charges on it himself89 • 
Again in 1935, at the time of the Bruno Hauptmann 
trial for kidnapping the Lindbergh baby, Winchell, who was 
' friendly with J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal 
rrureau of Investigation, withheld vital news he had picked 
up about the ransom bills, at Hoover's request9°. He thus 
II 
I 
I 
I 
opened up a permanent pipeline of i~rm~tion, for which he 
still praises Hoover at any available opportunity. In a 
later column, \'linchell claimed 19 _scoops on the case. These 
:1 claims were strongly attached by McKelway91 :: 
"Winchell's claims as reported .on the Hauptmann 
case thus boil down to this: of the nineteen scoops, 
there were two scoops with qualifications; one 
scoop it was never confirmed, can hardly be called 
a scoop; two scoops printed the same day in other 
uapers; six scoops which had been printed from 
1
, 
four days to seven weeks earlier in the "Times"; 
seven scoops which cannot be considered scoops in 
the accepted meaning of the word; and one sco op 
in which he misquoted his own editor". 
However, Charles Fisher says that92: 
"This writer ••• has a somewhat different recollec• 
tion. At any rate, I remember listening to the 
Winchell broadcasts and reading his column some-
what nervously; and I still have an uneasy feel-
ing that Winchell occasionally offered information 
which neither my colleagues (at any trial) nor I 
had been aware". 
=--- =---=-==- -
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It is, however, to Louis (leuke) Buchalter that Win-
chell owes his reputation as a crimebuster. On August 30, 
1 1939, Lepke decided to give himself up to the F.B.I. 
!I through Winchell93. Winchell got a strange phone call from 
I' 
an unidentified man, who told him to drive to a certain 
I deserted intersection near Yonkers, New York. He borrov.red 
I a friends car, as he feared his plates were too well known, 
and complied with the instructions. There a man got into 
~ the car and told Winchell to drive to 19th Street and 8th 
'I Avenue in Manhattan. Winchell did so, and t t:e re another 
I I man appeared and replaced the first man in the car. He 
~ told Winchell to get in touch with Hoover, and that Winchell 
should be on 28th Street and Fifth Avenue between 10:10 and 
II 10:30. Winchell again followed instruction, much to 
II Hoover 1 s disgust, as Hoover was sure Winchell was geing 
ji g iven a dangerous runaround. However, at the a ppointed 
1 time, Winchell and Lepke arrived at their rendezvous. 
II 
II I 
Lepke, wearing dark glasses, got into the car and Winchell 
drove him to where Hoover was waiting. Winchell even per-
formed his hostly duties of introducing the men. 
11Mr. Hoover, this is Le pke 11 • 
11 Ho1'r do you do, 11 said Hoover. 
11 Glad to meet you 11 was the dubious reply sought by the 
1 much sought '!.angster, Rnd Winchell had a real scoop for his 
II 
broadcast and millions of dollars worth of publicity94 . 
I 
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,, 
That was to be Winchell's last exoedition into the 
fi ghting of small time mobsters , as a much bigger mobster 
in Europe was kicking up quite a fuss at the time. 
Winchell had discovered the Nazis in 193495 , when he 
,, 
wa s char!O cterized by the Na zis as "an enemy of the new 
German state"96 • He had not really attacked them bitterly, 
though, until the European War started. He vras an ardent 
interventionist from the very beginning , and his fi ghts 
1 with the isolationists of 1940 and 1941 will be mentioned 
in grea ter detail in the next chapter. He wrote column 
,: after column bitterly damning Senators Lundeen and Wheeler97, · 
,I 
leaders of the Isolationists in Congress. He became an 
ardent sup~orter of President Roosevelt. He exposed 
il 
I Gerald L. K. Smith and Joe Mc\.Villiams, whom he called "Joe 
II 
li 
,: 
I 
McNazi", as anti-semitic pro-Nazi a~itators. His columns 
of the period reflect his intense feeling s on the subject. 
By 1 941, ltlinchell , vvho had kept his naval reserve 
status active since the first world war , was a lieutenant-
commander in the reserve, and "Time" magazine noted that, 
in uniform98 , "VVinchell looks more l ike an old sal t than 
an old salt himself." 
When war broke out, Winchell requested active duty, 
but Frank K.nox, then Secretary of the Navy and a newspaper 
publisher himself, realized the great service Winchell wa s 
to render the Navy by continuing his columns and radio t -===---- -- --
II 
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' shows99. Winchell did get in two short hitches of sea duty 
early in 1942100 , but fu~ox then ordered him back to the 
air to raise money for Navy Relief through his pro~rams101 • 
In March, 1942, "Time" reported that Winchell would 
soon leave Hearst's Kind Features102 , just to avoid having 
, his column appear in Nazi-loving Cissie Patterson's 
" 
111Plashington Times-Herald". In February of that year, the 
I' 
I 
' II 
1: 
II 
,I 
II 
"Times-Herald" cut nineteen of Winchell's twenty-eight 
columnsl03 , and Winchell took an ad in the Was hington 
"News", blasting Mrs. Patterson and saying, "These. omissions 
were mostly about certa.in so-called Americans, pro-Nazi 
and pro-Japs 11 • "Time" predicted that Winchell would have 
his column in the Washington "Post"104. The magazine also 
called Winchell's broadcasts "the most effective recruiting , 
and fund raising devices for Navy Relief 11105. 
In December, 1943, Winchell was given a 38 day tour 
II 
11 of active duty, and was sent to report to Vice-Admiral 
I 
11 J ona s Ingram in Miami. Ingr am was reputed to have been 
furious at ~etting Winchell, but sent him on a tour of 
Brazil, telling him to mix with the Braziliams and try to 
get to knov.,r them and their reac tions to Americans, v.!ho 
were stationed in Brazil in great numbers. Despite his 
lack of a knowledae of Spanish or Portugese, Winchell was 
a tremendous hit in Brazil~ He visited factories and made 
short talks to the workers. He visited army bases and got 
-~ -+-- -
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the G.I.'s Reactions to the Brazilians. Finally, at a big 
dinner given in his honor as he was about to leave Brazil, 
vlinchell arose, raised his coffee cup to the exact level 
,, of the one held by Brazilian President Vargas, and gave 
r his famous toast, "Never above you, never below you , always 
at your side". The Braz i lians loved him. 
Admiral Jonas Ingram called his contribution to the 
Navy invaluable, saying that it had taken away much of the 
~ bad taste left by touring Hollywood movie stars107. 
'
., None the less, Winchell was removed from active duty 
shortly afterwards when the pressure from Congress, led on 
~ by reacti onaries like Martin Dies and Clare Hoffman108 , got 
I 
I too great. They were aided too, by Winchell's indiscrete 
II statement that he didn't forget the isolationists in 
II 
Il
l 
Congress109, but he couldn't understand the "damn fools 
who elected t hem". He was strongly r ubuked by the Blue 
Network's President Woods and wa s threatened with cenorship 
which actually was temporarily established. Winchell's 
cha racteristic reply was, "My fangs ha.ve been removed11110 • 
Winchell bitterly a ttacked the Congress of this period, 
111 
calling them dopes , hams , flapjaws, nazis, pro-nazis, 
II nazi-sympathizers, stumblebums, soreheads and saps. 
'I 
He was 
dead right on a good many individual cases, but his 
1 enthusia sm clearly had gotten out of hand, and although 
Secretary Knox stuck up fo r him , he was removed from active 
- ~- -====~========== 
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du t y. 
During the war years, 'Vlinchell continued hi s cru s a de 
against va rious "front " or[:;anization s . 1 s ability to 
1 make or break a book or a show, so clearly demonstrated in 
t he case of 11 Hellzapoppin"112 , was used to good advantage 
in hi s plugging the sale of "Under Cover" by John Roy 
Carlson. Carlson's book, whi ch really thoroughly exposed 
the nationalistic, anti-semitic and pro-Naz i organizations 
in this country, to the particular sadness of Joseph P. 
Kamp and twelve others who were p r omptly indicted for 
sedition, zoomed to the tops of the best seller li s ts , and 
event ually sold over 625,000 copies113. 
Winchell's private life has always been in sharp con-
' trast to the ac tivities of mo s t of the socialites whose 
do ings fill his column. He craves personal privacy, I .. 
( probably a s a reaction114 to the amount of privacy he has 
I de stroyed with his column. 
I 
He lives in Scarsdale, New York ,, 
in a lar ge, comfortable house he bought before the vmr. 
I\ The house is surrounded by hi gh walls, and anyone entering 
I 
1 through the gates or over the walls immediately breaks an 
~ invisible light beam and sta rt s sirens ringing for miles 
II around , i f the a l arm is set. !1 
II His working day is unusual, but nece s sary for his job . 
He Fets up armmd fo·ur in the a fternoon, has dinner with 
his f amily, and s tays with them until ten-thirty or eleven 
II 
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in the evening. Thus he was once able to boast, when his 
children were young, t hat he was able to spend more time 
, with them than any other father he knew. About eleven, he 
I, 
climbs into his car, es~ecially equiuped with a shortwave 
radio through the courtesy of the New York City police 
department, and drives into the citye He sets up his head-
quarters in the Stork Club, a nightspot he has popularized 
so much that he is reputed to have a.financial interest in 
it, although he denies this. The Stork is his special 
domain, and a nod from Winchell is enough to keep a man out 
of the club forever. The Shuberts, Elliot Roosevelt, and 
Harold Ross of the "New Yorker" are among those pariahs 
whom VVinchell has seen fit to have barred116 • 
The Stork has it's private barbershop, and Winchell 
settles there or in the ultra-exclusive Cub Room for the 
I! evening. His tips come from all over New York by phone as 
1, he stays there, and every press agent in town meets him 
I' I there and tries to get an item in the column. After har-
j, vesting the entire crop of tips for the evening, 
jl 
Winchell 
will leave at two or three in the morning and wander about 
II 
town with the police radio on .; running to the scene of any 
I
' important sounding crime tha t he picks up.  known to arrive at the scene of a crime before the police 
He has been 
I 
'I did and while the criminal s were still industiously en-
gaged in robbing a store, much to his own and the criminals' 
----= -=--==-=- -=--=---
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117a 
embarrassment ~ 
Along about seven in the morning , he will drive home 
to Scarsdale, tell his wife of the latest happenings, and 
type his column for that day's papers, which is picked up 
by special messenger and rushed to King Features head-
quarters on 45th Street118. 
Since the war, Winchell, now past fifty, has slowed 
1, down his pace to a certain extent. He now takes extensive 
II 
vacations in Miami, where he ·has become almost as much of 
a landmark as he is in New York. His channels of informa-
1 tion 13re so well ora:anized that even when he is in Florida, 
I! hi s readers would be completely unaware of the fact unless 
he mentions it in his column, as he knows exactly what is 
going on in New York. 
'ltlinchell' s entire persona l staff consists of his 'tn rl 
I 
Friday'', originally Ruth Cambrid~.e and now Rose Bigii].an119. 
I He occasionally signs one of his column with her name, . to 
II 
I 
I
ll 
I 
I· 
g ive him an additional sounding board. 
Winchell has two chi ldren; Walda, now 24, \'Tho has 
a"9peared in seve ral Broadway shows ( "Up in Central Pa rk") 
and whose elopement and subsequent annulment in 1946 made 
the front pages all over the country, and Walter, Jr., now 
just 15120 • 
By the end of the war, Wi nchell, a full fledged world 
II statesman, looked around for new fueds to wage, and new 
_j 
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wars to fight. He looked over at an agressive Russia and 
f ound his target. From 1946 on, Winchell "has had us at 
the very verge of w r with the USSR every Sunday night 
I 
II 
I 
I 
:I 
with his constant poisoning of the well of Public Opinion~~ , 
He got into his biggest quarrels with responsible 
I· I quarters since the anti -isolationist days, and he was 
I 
,I 
I' I 
I 
I 
severely condemned as a warmonger. He go t into bitter 
ri ghts with the "New York Times" and with "Time" m8gazine, 
both of whic h can now be classified in his net ueeve depart-
. r - • 
ment. However, he really hit his stride in the fall of 
1947. On his broadcast of September 26, 1947121 , he blasted
1 
Andrei Vishinsky, Russia's Foreign Minister . Vishinsky''s 
replies to Winchell were just as he ated in- a speech he 
delivered that week, and when Win~hell saw them, as he 
11 arrived at the studio on the ni ght of October 5th122 , he 
tossed out his prepared script at 7 p.m. and devoted the 
next two hours to writing a furious reply to Vi shinsky, 
II with which he went on the ai r at 9 that night. By the end 
h 
of that week, he had received over 10,000 letters and 
II II telegrams of cone;ra tula tions, even one from Republican 
I 
\I 
I 
I 
I 
-=f 
Thomas Dewey. The State Department was obviously overjoyed~ 
and felt that Winchell had done more to arouse public 
opinion in American than anything had since Pearl Harbor. 
It is easy to understand why the State Department 
should have felt that way . 1.-vinchell' s program is carried 
40 
on 260124 stations with a Hooper rated audience of from 18 
to 35 million people each week. 
Winchell has a t one time or another received awards 
from the American Legion, the Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
I . 124 ~~ :::n::t::::::::::t:;n::r:::::::r~:rJ:::.Y::: Hey:::dN::oun 
Memorial Association and the New Jersey St a te Fair, among 
others. There is a street named after him in Lakewood, 
126 new Jersey • The chorus gi.rls local of the American 
Federations of Actresses is called tl:b:.e Walter Winchell 
chapterl27. With it all, it would probably be possible to 
fill a book with the boners he has pulled and the incorrect 
predictions he has made . 
At one time or another, Winchell has predicted that 
Hitler and Mussolini had split up in 1937128 , that the 
price of gold would be raised from $36 to 862 (it was $35, 
not $36 to start with) 129, that three big New York banks 
would merge with "Artemus Ward" at the head1 3° (it was 
Artemus Gates of the New York Trust Company that he was re-
ferring to , no t the famous American humorist) , that Truman 
wouldn't run ln 1948131 , that Dewey would win in 19481 32 , 
that a famous singer would marry a Navy pilot , Colonel 
Phillips, and that the "Daily Worker" in New York was fold-
ing134, t hat the Democratic ticket in 1940 would be Hull 
and Farley135, and that Cary Grant would not marry Barbara 
=--·-~ 
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Hutton137 • 
He has said that Whirlaway would be doped in the 1941 
138 Kentucky Derby , that Hugo Black would be Chief Justice 
upon Justice Stone's death139, that the Pentagon would be 
turned into a Veteran's hospital140 , that all civilian 
railroad travel would be banned during the warl41, that 
Marshall Field would start a ne1,.- national magazine in New 
142 I York in 1945 , that Wallace would stump for Truman in 
11 the 1948 election143 , that a car would be developed in 1946 
going 100 miles per hour with a weight 1,000 pounds144 , 
I that Eddie Rickenbacker was dead145, that Ambassador 
Fullitt would marry FDR's secretary146 , that Cadillac 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
1: 
I 
would stop building a 16 cylinder model147 , and that Mary 
Pickford would never marry Buddy Rogers and that Barbara 
Stanwyck would retire from the movies in 1931149. 
He has written that rigid cellophane would replace 
shatterproof ~lass in car windshields at one third the 
cost of safety glass in 1931150 , that Joan Crawford was 
151 going blind , that Norman H. Davis would become Secretary 
of War if FDR won in 1933152 , that Herbert Hoover would 
153 
start a syndicated column , that President Hutchins of 
the Univer~ity of Chicago would become chairman of the 
154 SEC and, in 1938, that the "stores will be selling 
television sets by October 1st at $3 . 95155 . 
Of course, his most famous boner of all time was in 
42 
1937, when he smugly remarked, "Adolph and Benito have 
The break wil l be announced officially soon"l56. phfft~ 
II 
I 
Winchell's salary today is reputed to be $1,000,000 a 
year for his broadca sts, and $200,,000 a year for his columns 
II 157 but these figures are unoffici al, as Winchell will not 
I i reveal the actual amounts . He still writes for Hearst's 
I 
~ King Features Syndicate, and broadcasts on the AmericanJ 
1
', 
Broadcasting Company's f acilities, a.s he has since 1931, 
for Jergens Lotion, Kaiser-Frazer and Richard Hudnut Home 
Permanents. :fie left Jergens ~n a huf f in 1948, in a fi ght 
over a commerical158 • Winchell complained that the ad for 
Dryad, a new deoderant of the Jergens people, ("Stop the 
decaying action of bacteria i n perspiration '') was repl usive , 
and Ka iser - Fraze r snapped him up , only to be force d t o 
1 drop h im this yea r i n an econ omy move . 
11 Winchel l vvould probably be sati sfi ed if he could be 
remembered by one i mpassioned plea he made for tolerance in 
September, 1945. All the slugs t ha t his critics have t os s ed 
him, all the punches that have been thrown at him, (by Al 
J olson159, a drunk, and a 1•rai ter who was a Nazi sympa thizer) 
and all that his enemies can do to him are unimportant in 
his mind if he can fulfill wha t he sincerely believes to be 
his life's work, sticking up for the little guy. 
II 
160 He said : : 
l. 
II "The American doc t rine of tolerance for the world 
~ ____ will -~e Judged hy the tolerance Americans ~a:: f~r ~~ 
43 
II 
It 
ea ch other. Tha t means that his country can no 
longer afford to be tolerant of the intolerant. 
Tonight there a re some Americans sha ring the 
same graves who in the United Stetes · could not 
have sha.red the same hotel." 
=-====---====---- --- -
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CI-iAPTER FOUR 
AN ANALYSIS OF WINC HELL'S COLUMNS 
II 
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I' I 
I 
1 
lj 
There were 10,612 seuarate items in the eleven months 
examined for this survey. These items fell into Lf3 differ-
Of course, the division of items was in 
11 
ent categories. 
no -vmy equal. The larg·est CB.tegory, Movies and Hollywood, 
ha s 9.206 per cent of the total, whereas t he smallest one,, 
Trial by Winchell, had but a single item which amounte to 
~ an infinitely smaller .009 per cent of the total. 
'I 
l1 
' I 
Although forty-three categories presented themselves, 
the leading twelve categories contained almost two-thirds 
of all the items. The leading three categories, Movies and 
Hollywood, Ma.ri tal News and Quo tes and Gags, none of which 
II ever fell below ninth place in the monthly · standings, 
totalled almost twenty-six -per cent of the total. 
The plan of this chapter will be t~ examine each 
category separately on the following pages, considering 
II 
II their totals and r ankings. I will attempt to discover and 
explain every trend possible, both from the march of world 
events, and from f acts learned in my research. However, 
no attempt has been made to "phoney " up a trend where 
I 
1 clea rly none exists. Projects like that ca.n ruin other-
[ wise worthy research efforts. 
I 
I 
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Movies and Hollywood 
~ This category contains all items concerning the pro-
~ duction of motion pictures, the activities of motion 
picture stars excepting of course those activities which 
fall more naturally in other categories, and all of Winchel~ 
Hollywood gossip . It includes a few items about the geo-
graphical features of the city, and some items which are 
s imilar to the Gotham category concerning New York. Finally, 
it i n cludes Winchell's capsule reviews of New York's 
~ newest motion pictures , which are featured in the Sunday 
II columns. 
11 Movies and Hollywood was the top ranking category of 
~ the entire study, with 9.206 per cent and 977 separate 
I i terns. It ranged in items from 44 through 168, and in per 
lj 
II 
cent from 4.01 to 16.17. It was in the top five categories 
in every month except May , 1941, when it fell to ninth 
place . 
Movies and Hollywood had a long term downward trend, 
="---=== --=- -==--
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'i from its tremendous early figures to the sli ghtly sma ller 
later ones, excep t for its rise to the total peak i n July, 
~ 1943 , a s c an be seen in the di agram. 
!1 Winchell's slight lessening of interest in Hollywood 
can only be explained as being due to the fact tha t as 
Winchell got older, and ~ot more involved in World Af fairs , 
11 he simp ly had a little less space for more frivolous 
jl 
II 
!' 
things , vlhich this c a tegory exemplifies. This trend is not 
t o o unusual with re~,a rd to the enterta inment categories, 
althoug h it is more clearly shown here than elsewhere. 
Marital News 
This ca tegory includes a bro a d list of happening s. 
All news of divorces, or rumors of i mpending divorces, a ll 
news of births and christenings, all news of whom is going 
with whom, a ll new s of who comprise the latest "twosomes, 
items , "blazes, crushes " , etc . All these items are lumped 
t o gether into one c a tegory bec ause they essentially 
47 
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represent the same thing. When Winchell is criticized for 
lack of taste, these items a re grouped together by his 
c~itics as representing Winchell's l a ck of respect for 
,. other people 1 s privacy. 
I 
M~rital News was the second categbry in the entire 
study, with 8.489 per cent of the total, with 900 items. 
However, it was e a sily the most consistent category in the 
,, 
11 enti re study, as it came in first, second, third, or 
I 
II fourth every month of the eleven studi e s. It never fell 
below 6.34 per cent, while reaching a peak of 12~23 per 
11 cent in September, 1945. While leading the monthly 
standings only once, in April, 1940, it placed iecond five 
tainment or frivolous categories, and in most of the lead-
ers of all kinds in the las t few months of the survey, with 
the one glaring exception of Quotations and Gags. The only 
~ possible explanatiori I can offer as to this particular 
J category's small decline near the end of the study in t he 
same one offered for Movies and Hollywood, namely that 
li Winchell became more interested in more im-9ortant thing s. 
~ Consequently, he devoted less s 9ace to his old familiar 
standbys. Marital News is f ar too much of an integral 
part of his column, however, for it to ever fall very far. 
- ~-=---
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Quotations and Gags 
This c ategory , which came in third in the final stand-II 
,. 
) in~s, had a total of 634 items, for 7.859 per cent . It 
I 
lj 
!j 
was at times di fficul t to separate some of the items from 
this catego ry and others. The "Sounds 11 (Sounds in the 
Night) paragraphs, of course, fi t ted right in here, as did 
all the short gags Winchell u ses, but anything more tha n 
' three lines long was listed as an anecdote, some of which 
were much longer than three lines, vlere not always meant 'I 
,, to be funny, thus justifying the different catego,ry. These 
,; items a s gags, were always humorous, or meant to be, while 
the quotes were either wi tty or proving a point of Win-
chell 1 s. If, ho~>rever, the quotes were obvious revelations 
of Winchell's attitude on, for example, Hitler, they were 
removed from this category and placed in their proper one 
II 
These quotes then, are the ones used for the sake of the 
quotes themselves, or taking a stand on an issue we are 
1 not concerned with in the study. 
===='-' =-- -- =-
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Quotes and Gags reached it's ueak in the final month, 
with 15.20 per cent, after a steady climb from its low of 
4. 49 in July, 1943. From January throug h September, it 
~ stayed consistently between 4.49 per cent and 8.64 per 
cent, but rose to first pla.ce and held it for the last 
three months of the survey, posting totals of 12.32 per 
1 cent , 10.95 per cent and 15.20 per cent. 
'I 
II 
It had been con-
sistently in the top ten every month , but the last t hree 
months were its only first places. 
II It is possible that Winchell, in common with other 
1 very successful writers, after a certain time felt a slight 
I. 
ij 
!I 
II 
'I 
reluctance to write a column every day, and was qui te will-
ing to a ccept Press Agent's handouts, as shown by the 
"Sounds" :9aragraphs, which give publicity to a night club 
or restaurant along with every quo te. 
Legitimate The a tre News 
This category, whose items were almost very easy to 
- -
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I 
identify, carne in fourth in the final tabulations. It had 
639 items, for 6.021 per cent of the total. This category 
includes Winchell's capsule reviews of new theatre attrac -
tions in Ne,.r York . in the Sunday columns , all ment ions of 
jl forthcoming shows and gossip of theat re 1 s grosses and 
II il theatrical peoples' ac tivities in general, excepting those 
II 
which naturally f all into other categorie s such as Marital 
11 News. 
Il
l 
Legi timate Theatre n ews was one of the Most consistent 
categories in the entire study , and no trend v.ras easily 
'I observable. Its ran.ze 1·ras one of the smallest of the 
I
I 
1
1 leaders, as it never fell belo1·1 3. 09 per cent, and rarely 
d under four or five per cent, while its hi ghest total was 
9.76 per cent in June, 1942, for its only onflow into 
first place in the monthly standings. 
I 
II chell consi stently plugge 
!I 
It is interesting to note that in April, 1940, Win-
a mus ica l called 11 Hiz:her and 
Hi ghe r " . HP mentioned that the critic s ha not exactly I taken it to thei r b osom · , but i nsis ted that it would make 
a fort1..1.ne . His plugs continued unabated f or the ent i re 
I 
I month. Pos sibly, Winchell was a backer of the show and 
was using hi s column to plug it or, more probably, he was 
11 simply tryinp; to demonstrate his ability to make or break 
a book or show . The show was not exactly a tremendous 
success, however, runnin~ only two and a half months . I 
-=-~::-.=== 
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II Newspapers, Nev.rspapermen and the Newspaper Business 
I 
I 
I 
II 
II 
I 
This category includes all items primari l y concerned 
with journalism and its practitioners. It even includes 
I· II 'Winchell's own a ctivities as a new spaper man when these 
II 
II 
items are concerned with journa l ism more than with Winchell. , 
II 
'I 
Ma~azines a r e e liminated in thi s category and have their 
own, sinc e Winchell himself makes thi s divi sion in his 
divided Sun day columns. 
Newspa.pers came in fift h in the final standings, wi th 
583 items for 5.494 per cent . It had a high of 10 .64 per 
I cent i n February, 1938, and a low of 1.67 per cent in 
II 
1 December, 1948. It z igzagged up and down for the fir st 
II II six months of t he survey, and then settled dowm1ard. Ex-
cept for J anu.ary, February , Aori l and June , it never got 
1
1
1 over 4.18 per cent, and its fina l r a ting i s no-t indicative 
of it s t r ue position. For the first six months of the 
I survey, it was one of the most inconsis tent categories in 
, • ·- • . J I . '( 
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I 
I 
the survey, but it remained fairly steady the last five 
months . 
In the earlier years, Winchell was, I think trying 
to convince the world in general and himself in particular 
that he was a great repo rter. La ter on, he began to 
II rea.lize tha t hi s sourc es of information did his re~:>orting 
for him, and he stopped printing the columns of advic e to 
1 
young newspapermen which he had done in the earlier years. 
Anecdotes 
An~cdotes is a category that is full blood relation 
~ of Quota tions and Gags. The anecdotes used by Winchell 
II 
II 
I 
II 
a re simply l on ger gags, told simply for the purposes of 
enterta inment. Occasiona lly, however, Winchell use s a n 
anecdote for moralizing purposes , his g etting a :point 
a cross s ubtly, a lthoug h Winchell's readers n ever have to 
, stop to try and think of what Winchell is trying to prove 
vith his stories, as Heywood Broun's had to do with the 
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"Fift y-first Drason u ·~ 
Statistically, Anecdotes was the sixth category in 
the final standings, with 452 i t ems fo r 4.259 per cent of 
the total. This is not an unrepresentative score, since 
the r ange of the category was from .64 per cent in Feb-
~ ruary 1938, to 7 .01 per cent in March 1939 . With these 
I 
I· 
II 
1
1i 
I 
II 
two exceptions, the other nine fi gures are all between 1.81 
per cent and 6.24 per cent. Anecdotes were in the top ten 
categories of every month for the seven mont hs beginning 
wit h March, 1939, never get ting 0i gher than third place. 
The fir st and la st two months of the survey f ound anecdotes 
with much lower totals. 
It i s impossible to assi gn a defin ite reason f or t he 
II 
, s li e;htly :lo':mard trend tha,t exists in these fi gures, as 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 
.I 
anecdotes are t hrovm into Winchell's column \'lhenever he 
fee ls l i ke using them, and f or no apparent external reasons. 
Consequently, it is only fair to say t hat on the whole, 
they make up an im-oortant part of Vlinchell' s column. 
Crime and Gambling 
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This p robably one of the broadest categories in the 
entire survey. It includes, obviously, all news or reports 
of crime or gambl ing tha t are included :Ln the columns. It 
includes all underworld go ssip, all praise of the FBI, of 
which there is a. g reat deal, a full forty i tern column on 
kidnapping in January 1937 , reports of who had a brawl 
with whom, if the brawl was serious enough to remove it 
~ from the ranks of social gossip. 
II lrfinchell 1 s i nterest in m.atters of the underworld is 
I developed in the previous chap t er . Howev er, it deserves 
mention here because the category was seventh i n t he 
final s tandings , with 449 items for 4.231 ner cent. It, 
like Nevmpaper Business, vms a remarkable inconsistent 
1 category , with a low of .92 per cent in May, 1941, and a 
II 
hi gh . of 7 . 65 per cent in April, 1940. ' 
,, It was in the top ten five t ime s , with a fourth, two 
fifths, and a pair of tenths. I t also lov was as as 
twentythird place once. Alt hou 0 h the monthly figures a re 
irregular, there was a slight downward trend as a 1hole, 
ij although you would n e v er know it from any two months in a 
r o' • 
l 
,I 
II 
From April, 1940, on, when internAtional a f fairs be-
gan to g rab a major share of V'linchell' s columns, he was 
' 1
• more concerned \'l'i th international r:sangsters and wars than 
I 
1 with the local hoodlums he had once had so much to do vli th. 
-~-=----==------:=.=--=----
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It can be ascribed to Winchell's sound sense of news 
imuortance that he dro-pped crime reporting for interna.tion-
al affairs. Of course, his exoerience with Vincent Coli's 
' II 
deat h in 1933 undoubtedly left his mark, but crime and 
1: gambling was an important ca tegory in his column as late 
as 1940, so that the advent of the European war must be 
II 
given at leas t partial credit for the decline of the 
1 
category's importance. 
II Gotham 
il 
II 
I 
jl 
I 
creates the effect of the only city in the world which 
could spawn such unusual characters and sights. It includes 
l\ those things whi ch could only be seen in New York, arid 
1 which are part of .the Metrouolitan scene, to all New York-
- - -- -=- --=.-._-- --=== 
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ers usually, and t o Wi nc hell 's set always . 
Gotham had a final eight place ranking in the t otals, 
with 438 items and 4.128 per cent. Its course through 
, the years i s comparatively easy to trace. From a rather 
II 
I 
I' 
unimportant spot in the second ten in January, 1937, 
February, 1938, and Marc h, 1939, Gotham burst i nto the t op 
ten in Aryril, 1940, with its hi gh of 9.79 per cent for 
second :9lace, and stayed 1=tbove eighth place for the next 
four months s tudied* I t was not unt il Seutember, 1945, 
and October, 1946 tha t Gotham be~an to f ade out of imp or-
t ance, and it reached it s nadir of . 32 per cent in No vem-
II ber, 
,I 
1947 . 
The explanation of this phenomenon is not hard to find. 
11 The nostalgi c i terns were used in lar ge numbers during the 
'II I; years v-rhen great, numbers of New Yorkers were e,way from 
l their homes, during the war years. From 1940 t o 1945 
Gotham i terns fi gu re p romi nently in New Yorl{ers nos talgic 
memories of t hei r homes, if they were readers of Winchell 
Wherever in t he country t hey mi~ht be, there was a little 
oiece of New York in Wi n chell ' s column, or so Winchell 
ij undoubtedly hoped. As soon a s the war was over, Gotham 
1[ 
it ems dropped ri ght down again~ and a few continued t o be 
used only for the out-of-towner s benefi t 
---- -- -~=--~. ~-==- -
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'' R d' e lO News 
Rad'o news contains al l items concerning the radio 
industry, \'linchell' s ouinions on certain radio -o ro e;ra:ns 
ex~re ssed in the Sunday columns, and news of other pro-
g rams Hooper ratine:s. News of his own Hooper, ho·tl'ever, 
1 has been classified under 00n Praise and Defense, as it 
would take a very naive reader to bel ieve that ~inchell 
includes news of his own hi g h Hooper rating as part of hi 
covera~e of the radio industry. 
Radio items were in ninth place in the final ranking , 
with 428 items for 4.033 per cent. This is one of the 
most accurate represntations, for Rad io News was remarkably 
consistent, moving from 3rd to 17th places, with a low of 
2.08 in June, 19l.J2, and high of 8. 50 in December, 1948. 
II Radio's high, . before the l a st month splurge due to the 
I 
inclusion of all television items, was 6.09. In December, 
there were abou t a dozen items on television which were, 
-+--
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I 
I 
of nec es sity , i n cluded i n this c a tego r y , r a i s ing i t t o i ts 
hi r:t.h pos ition. 
l1 vlinchell never app eared overly concerned v.r i t h tel e-
vi s i on , a s there 1as on ly one it em in the p revious ten 
1 months b efore De cemb e r concernine: t e l e vision, a nd t bat was 
similar to Winchell' s f a n tastic predict ion that i n 1938 
tel evisi on s et s wo ld soon be on sale i n any drugs o re f or 
~ o t r en i s v i s ble i n t hi s cat e ,:;o "Y, _!1 t i "' n o t 
ne e asa r y t o · ~ f r t he exp l anation . Ra d io n ews i s a 
s t e ~.dy par t o f the c ol u mn b ec2.u. s e 'Yl nchell includes it as 
a regul ar part of h .1. s c ove ra r:r e of t h e r oadway s c ene , l i k e 
marital or leg i t ima t e thea tre n e ws . It is n ever to o 
sma ll , and n ev e r i n ordinately l arge . 
Ni ~ht ClulJs and Ni r.r;h t Club En t ert ainment 
I· Here i s a category in which Winchell feel s ent irely 
1 a t ho me , and the onl y surpri s i n g t hino: about it i s t ha t it 
J is on l y in tent h place. Winchel l i s a ma n who sp ends a 
1 lar~e p rop ortion of hi s waki ng hou r s i n one particula r 
'I 
II 
II 
II 
ni e;htclub, t he Stork, and u sed it a s his b ase of opera -
tions. Cons e quently, anything of note t ha t happens a t the 
Stork get s into his column, a long with p lu g.s f o r other 
clubs or e n tert iners ~ h o have p ress a~ent s who e re frien ds 
of Winc hell, who willing l y g ives boosts t o many young 
ent erta iners or new club s . 
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'I Ni~ht clubs are tenth in the final standings, with 
~ 389 items for 3.666 uer cent. It had a high of 5.43 i n 
'I. 
li 
A0ril, 1940, and a low of 1.84 in May, 1941, and the May 
fi gure is tyl)ical of '.-;hR.t har,>pened to most entertainments 
c.gteg,ories that month, vrhen 1t'linchell was bus ily cq"lttling 
The catesory only fell as low as 
and was as high as seventh twice. 
When Winchell comes upon a night club entertainer he 
likes, he is liable to plug the a ct consistently, as he 
'' did in December, 1948, with Kay Thompso n and the Y.Tilliams 
1 Brothers who received about fifteen items that month, 
r 
I a t different times during the month . 
!I 
As with r~dio, Winchell 's coverage of the night club 
scene is an 1ntegra1 part of his Broadway coverage, and 
this a ccounts 9erfectly for t he s teady showing mRde by the 
ca.tegory durin~ the months studied. In the category, 
itlinchell even mentions unu stJ.al grosses by particula r clubs, 
new club s 09ening , new enterta.iners enterins certain clt.bs, 
60 
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rud who was seen at wh t club , when t he where is t he item, 
rather than the who . 
Hitler, ~ussolini, Fe.scism, Ant i -Semi tism and the KKK 
This category , called Hitler and Mussolini f or pur-
poses of convience, has been devoted p rimarily to criti -
cism o r mention of the a ctivi t ies o f t hese two leaders o f 
t he Axi s , but there were a few items criticizing the 
. other things mentione d i n the t itle. 
Hi tle r and Mussolini came in 11th in the fina l stand-
i ngs with a total 37 3 i tems for 3 .51 5 ~er cent. The 
catego ry had a lm·1 of .16 per cent in No v ember, 1 947 , 
and a high of 7.79 p e r c ent a t the height of the war , in 
II July, 19LJ 3 . The catee:ory vlas in the top ten during every 
II 
war year mont h f rom Mar ch 1 939 on, with the except i on o f 
A? ril, 1 940, whe n it fe l l t o 19th as Y<Tinchell t urned his 
rrurs on the dom~ stic facists and the i solationi s ts. 
· Of t he 373 it ems in this category, there w~~e 328 
61 
items de f initely ant i, 45 nautral, and none f avorable. It 
1 is a : remarkably consistent record. Winchell had a ratio 
of a lmost seven and a half to one of anti to neutral ite ms, 
showing his great feelin g s on t he mat ter. V'linc hell wa.s 
t he mo st s t~i dent ant i -Fasci st voice in this country 
immedi ate ly p r ecedi ng during the war years. He was an 
a . rderi.t interventionist, and realized t he dane;e r t o the en-
tire civilized world rep r esented b y Hitler, and f ought 
him with every means at hi s command. He was tremendously 
' criticized f or his outspoken attacks on Hitler and t he 
Nazis, which came in the middle t hirties, but he persisted 
and undoubt edly did a great deal to prepare the people of 
I 
'I t he: . . Uni ted States psychologically for the 1trar and the 
I Ererifices it entailed. Toward the Italians, hm-vever , he 
II never cou.ld l!et really st e amed up, and his r emarks a b out 
Mussol ini· and the Italian Fa scists were more of ridicule 
than hatred. 
II Character Sketches 
I' 
I! 
I 
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Thi s is one of the few c a t agories vlhere Winchell ' s 
du a l p ersonality, his a lterna t e egos of cynicism and sen-
timent elism both manifes t themselves . Thi s category in-
cludes those little pieces called "New York Novelette ", 
"Manh a ttan Movies" and " New York Heartbear", as well as 
com~tle ss other nameless 9ieces. Winchel l us es them quite 
o ften , in telling ironic t a les of succ ess and f a ilure in 
the big city , as he h i mself would say. He ran an entire 
column, however, vrhich was j ust the o ~;posi t e of hi s usual 
cynical piece s about Broa dwa y i t es, in which he described 
a typ i c a l Americ a n girl's life, 1.maffected by the charac-
ters of Broadway , and he has reprinted the column tv.Jice 
I 
since. 1 
Character Sketches c ame in twe lfth i n the final stand-
ing s , wi th 349 items for 3.288 per cent of the tota l. I t 
had a low of zero in June , 1942, whi ch is e asi l y e xplained 
by the fact that this is a category compl etely una ff ect ed 
by the ha9pening s in the world. Winchel l can use the se 
i tems whenever he fee ls like it , and does. Its high was 
6.75 per cent in May, 1941. It was only in the top ten 
thre e times, and usual l y was to be f ound somewhere near the 
bott om of the second ten. However, n a t u r ally n o visible 
trend c an be seen or expl ained even if it 1-vas present, in 
this t ype of c a tegory. 
These i terns vmre very similar , and were p robably 
_--=._ --
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derived from the Me.rk Hell in er ty:9e of short story, wi th 
an ironic t wist, either proving the value of f a. ith in 
people , or the l a ck of value of it, depending :9robably on 
the mood Winchell wa s in when he wrote the column. Never-
theless, it is a perfect illus tration of \vinchell ' s al-
ternate egos. 
Own Pra ise, ScooEs and Defense 
This is the ca tegory that most Winchell-haters would 
imagine to be the most important in the column. Its 
thirteenth place ranking would shock them. In this 
ca tegory , Winchell pr a ises himself, defends himself against 
his att ackers and mentions his o>tm scoops. His Hooper 
rating i terns a re included here, a s they e.re listed in the 
column for his own pr 3.ise . It i s in this ca.tegory Winchel l 
really lets himself go . 
Tha t ca tegory cafue in thirteenth wit h an even 300 
---===-- =-=---==-
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1 items for 2 .827 per cent of the total. Only four times di d 
it rise into the top ten, and it never got bigher than sixth 
;I place, which it reached twice, in April, 1940 and May, 1941, 
I at the height of 1:Tinchell ' s battles with the isolationists 
I 
in the United States just p rior to our entry into the war. 
11 Its hi g h was 6. 32 per cent in Ap ril, only three months ' 
totals being over 3.50 per cent ho~tTever. 
By December, 1948 this category was on the rise again, 
and the investi gator s trongly suspects that if the column 
~ were studied from this date on, this c e tegory would show a 
il definite upswing , as Winchell has been patting himself on 
I the b ack for the last year or so due to his warnings about 
1
! the Russian ' s l ack of good f aith and warmongering and e x -
' pans ioni s t t acti cs, vmrnings he had been shouting loudly 
II 
II 
I since 1946, when he was t aken to t ask by the Nevr York ''Times 11 , 
"Time " mage,zine, the Cincinnati "Enquirer" and many other 
1\ publications as being irresponsible . 
I 
' Novl that these public B-tions are forced to adrni t the p robable 
~ truth of most of his charges, Wi nchell is rubbing it in. He 
11 is certainly not a gracious winner, as he is just a poor 
loser also. \IJhen he ~tms right about something, God help you 
if you disagreed with him when he said it, bec euse he a nd 
I 
~ his readers will never let you for get it. 
1\ 
'I 
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Mus ic 
!I 
II Thi s is another o f those c e tegories v.,rhich compri se 
1! Winchell ' s. standard covere.ge of Broadway, and whic h , con-
sequently, never rise or f a ll inordina tely. This category 
cons i s ts of Winchell ' s opinions on new song s, musici ans and 
I
ll s ingers, usual l y in night clubs 
I orchestra ne1t1s and an occ a siona l 
I' 
or on recording s, song hits, 
comment on symphonic or 
,\ operatic news. It even includes an enti re column on musi c, 
ll with little bits of gossip and Beethoven and other classica l 
figures, much in the ma~~er of his gossip about modern 
II musicians. 
I 
The category c Ame in fourteenth in the survey, vr i th 
1 291 items for 2. 742 p er c ent of the tota l . There is a 
~~ slight but definite upwa rd trend , which the p resent writer 
,
1 is a t a lo ss to exp l a in. The lovl was 1 .17 p er cent in May , 
I 
~ 1941, a l ong with most o f the entert s i nment c a tegories in 
-- ~-..=. - ~ ·-=--
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that month, and the high was November, 19l.J·7 v.r~ th 5. 07 per 
cent. This narrow rapge is, of course, due to the nature o f 
11 the category, v.rhich is a n entertainment one. It was in the 
top ten only three times, in July, 1943, and the last two 
months of the survey, November, 1947 and December, 1948 . It 
never was higher tha n s i xth place, and never lower tha n 
t wenty-first. It was stesdily in the second ten. 
Winchell's musical t e,stes are p reclomina,ntly for pop 
\ 
I tunes, but he shows a healthy respect for the past masters 
I ' I of the classical themes. 
believes, althoug h unstwported, something of a n unknown and 
He is , the vlri ter of this survey 
I fru1ltra ted song11ri ter himself, as he is l a vish in his praise 
I of Rodgers and Hart, Irving Berlin a nd Jerome Kern. 
II 
I 
Magazines 
This is a category that includes all items concerning 
the magazine bu r:: iness, including the occasional section on 
-
magazines in the departmentalized Sunday columns. Hovrever, 
certain items which are concerned wi th the magazine industry 1 
are to be f01.md e lsewhere . For example, Winchell ' s blasts 
a.t Harol d Ross, Editor of the "New Yorker", shortly after 
the war started, are found under pet peeves, for the c av.se 
of their vendetta was so silly tha t it can be called only a 
pe t peeve. VVinchell ' s feud with " Time" magazine \vhi ch has 
been fought for the last two yes rs is also found under net 
peeves. In the Sunday Columns, many of the comments in the 
-~n=--~- ==-- --==-'======= 
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section on maga zines Here concerned pri marily v-r i th the 
I subjects o f certain articles, rather than with the ma ,az i ne 1 I 
or magaz ine indlJ.stry it self, and v1ere thus classified else-
vi here. 
The category came i n fifte enth in t he survey, with 286 
i terns for 2. 69 per cent. It ree.ched it s h i gh in February, 
1938, ·V'ri th 6. 73 per cent, and a low of .40 per cent in 
I Oc t ober, 1 946. I t held up steadily between 2.41 pe r cent 
I 
1 and 6.73 per cent for the first sev en months o f the survey, 
a nd then suddenl y and inexp licably dropped dovm. to under 
, one per cent for the l as t four months in a. row. I t vras in 
I, 
'I 
ap~roximately its final p l a ce for six months of the survey, 
rising to fif t h once a nd f all inL into the t wentie s and 
thirties for the l~st four months. 
Social Gossi·o 
Here was a category where Winc hell reported the doing s 
I' 
'I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
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I 
~ of hi s n ewl y a c quired circle of ac qua.int a nces . This cat e gory 
1
1 
includ es all news of the soc i a l set, e x clu ding ma rit a l n ews , 
~ a nd conta ined items describing wha t kind of a p arty had been 
1l thrown b y vrhom, whom wa s seen v.rhere , 1vhen the prima ry ob j ect 
I of the i t e rns was the whom and not the where, a n d other i tern s 
a bout the debutante se t. 
I 
I 
II The c a te gory c a me in s i xte enth in the fina l tota l s , 
lwith 264 items for 2.488 p er cent. It started off s l owly, 
sinkin~ below one per cent twic e in the fir st three months, 
I 
l but rose over 2 per cent by April, 1940 and continued a slow 
I 
and unspectacular upwa rd trend for the rest o f the s urve y, 
1
reaching its hi g h of 5.04 pe r ce n t in October, 1946 , wh n 
r ea che d 
I It s l ow II ~ . , 
h v8.1neo 
I 
sevent h p l a ce , t he r nl~ t me it wa s · ~ the t op ten . 
e bb had b e e n in 1~ h , 1 0 _. ' .. , en t he cr- t e r y c n-
b t . 77 per cent. 
he r eason forth s c Rtego ry ' s l ow r i se i . n t h r 
f n . .s the ye"' rs went by, a nd vHnchell became more an 
II 
I 
I 
I 
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m;::,re of a nf~.tionalfi gure, i nternationall y known society 
figures, v-r ho prob a bly love publ i city a s much as the rest o f 
us, bega n t o be quite will ing to ge t to know Walter and give 
him terns, in re turn for which he g ive t hem a n almost un -
versally f avorable "p ress". Walter loved being accepted by 
society, and kept himself in check ac c ordingly. 
Winchell ' s Own Doing,s 
This i s the c a.tegory in which Winchell chronicles his 
} person a l do in~s, tactfully refraini n g from p r a is ing himself 
I too o penly, a s he does in the it e ms in Own Pra ise and Defense . 
The c a t egory does notinclude hi s ment ions of himself a s a 
columnis t when he pont ific a tes about t he newspaper b us ine ss 
in general. It does not include other p eople ' s p raise of 
II Winchell ei ther. 
'I Sta tistica lly , the c a tegory look s r a ther s trange. I t 
I . ~ st arts off in J anua ry, 1937, with a whopping 203 items for 
II 
7 0 
=-==-=-=="-'=~ -- -- -- - -
1 6. 98 per cent and a first pl ace ranking, a fter which it 
' falls away to a lmost nothing , only twice again ev e r rising 
over one pe r cent end neve r ge ttin5 hi gher than 19th pla ce . 
The cate gory came in 17th wi th 263 items for 2.478 ~er cent. 
Thi s apparent statistical 1 henomenon can be explained 
b y the year tha t the survey started, 1937 , which was the 
last year tha t Winchell wrote his n ewsy, chattery and 
n:os sippy column VI i th little thought to the ha -openinp,s off' 
I Broadway. He told about himself and let Europe al o~e . In 
11 J anua.ry, 1937 , he devoted a forty- fi ve i tern colimn t o tell-
~ ing his experi~nces in getting a traff ic ticket i n Los 
I Angeles, and with such items fil l ing his column, the per-
i cent a.ge l'ras reEwhed. By i938 , however, vHnc hell had 
I 
anparently changed his covera ge t o the extent tha t he now 
I t a l ked about other people and internationa l af f a irs , in s t ead 
:1 of makinP:. his column 
I Thin g s I Never Knew p ----
!I 
II 
II 
i: 
\I 
a po or imitat ion of FPA ' s Column. 
71 
Thi s is a c ~ tegory which Wi~chell used on days when he 
apparently wants to save himsel f the trouble of dig~ing 
for items, when his channels o f infor ma tion were a l ittl e 
slow in coming thrOUF:';h with en ough dirt. He would t ake a 
book on a top ic, or a magaz ine a rticle , or just go to an 
encyclopedia, and come up vd.t h a column of interest i n e; and 
\; little-known informa tion a b out the subject, The first fe\v 
I years , he called t hese columns '' Thing s I Never Knev1 11 , with 
II the object he was v1ri ting about in n rint as a subhea d a bout 
\ .half a n inch lovrer. 
,I Statistically, of course, no trend can be shown, as it 
!1
1 
vias oure cha,n ce which determined whe t her one o f the "Tink 11 
columns would fall into one o f the survey mont hs. And , as 
I rr Tink 11 i te rns were a li concentr ated in on e column a t a time, 
I 
II i t is impossible to draw any trend line. The category c ame 
1 i n 18th wi t h a total of 248 items for 2.336 per cent . It 
I 
vfP.. s as high as fifth place, Hhen it r eached its hi gh of 6.18 
I 
I! per cent in No v emb er, 1947 , Pnd did not appe a r a t all . in four 
l' mont hs, Mcty, 1941, June , 1942 , July, 194 3, and October, 
~ 1942. When used, its low was 2.22 per cent i n March, 1939 . 
I! The subj ect s Winchell u sed to fill UD the column a re 
1! interest ing t o note~ They included Geo r ge 1rlashington, ( a 
I 
if amous debunking column for which Winc he l l was roundly 
I 
1 critici zed), the t elephone, a irline hostesses , the a tom 
I 
bomb, Princess Eliz~beth a nd Chri s tmas. Thi s list give s 
~ -==---=--=----=-~~=-=-----=-- -- ::;-_ . ..=,. __ ~ 
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some idea of the breadth of Winchell's interests. 
Political Gossiry 
This category includes all gossip of p ol itical fig-
ures in the United States, e xcluding that ~ossip which 
would place it into anot her category, such as marital or 
social news. Fundamentally, it is the same thing as For-
eign and Di p lomatic Gossip, except that this c a tegory is 
confined to Americans, while the ot her one concerns i tsel f 
with f oreing figures. 
The catego ry came in 19th in the entire surve y, with 
239 i tems for 2.250 pe r cent. The category was a steady 
one, wit h a hi g h of 4.79 per cent in Ma rch, 1939, and a 
low of v84 pe r c ent in December , 1948) when the Dev-rey 
Debacle wa s too fres h in Winchell'~ mind for him to do much 
politica l masterminding. The trend line i n this category 
rises and f e l ls rhythmica.lly. It is upl'lard for the first 
three mont hs, falls fo r thr e more months, and rises and 
falls again at the end of the surveye The catego r y was 
==--=====- --- =-~'---'--""''-===--==--== 
73 
ii 
-=-- j .:'---=---~--- - - -- -l always between tenth and twenty-fourth places, and its 
nineteenth place r anking is indicative of its true spot. 
Winchell was no more or less astute than the average 
American new spaper columnist. He hedged neatly on FDR's 
third term, predicting he would both run and not run 
severa,l times. All he v.rould say in 1944, was that the 
winner of the elect ion would be an ex-governor of New York!' 
Foreign and. Diplomatic Gossip 
Like its American cousin, Political Gossip, t his 
category deals with fi gur es of 1rlorld importance and their 
latest deal i ngs. The category excludes. Hitler and 
Mussolini, Communism and Japan, all of whic h have their 
own categories. 
The category came in twentieth in the f inal tallying, 
with 266 items fo r 2.130 per cent, . just a shade under 
Political Gossip . It was relatively unimportant in Je,nu-
ary, 1937, but in February, 1938, Winchell s t arted taking 
an active interest in foreign affairs~ 
I 
'I 
I' 
74 
I 
I' 
II 
I 
II I 
II 
I! 
i! 
jl 
The category reached its high of 5.64 per cent in 
March, 1939, just before the outbreak of hostilit i es in 
Europe. It sank steadily after September, 1945 , to a low 
of .55 per cent in December, 1948, when Winchell, like 
the rest of the United States, seemed rather fed up with 
internntional a ffairs. Then too, the decline of the 
category can also be a t tributed t o the f ac t that most o~ 
the things Winchell had to say about international aff airs 
a fter 1945 involved Russia., v1hich has its own cate~ory. 
Winchell ori~inally approached i tems of this kind in 
a very l i ght hearted manner, with his "Adolf and Benito 
have phfft!" item b e ing f amous. By the war years, however, 
he was a serious internationalista 
Mill t a.ry Gossip 
Thi s ca.tegory i s, of course, a war- born baby ~ It 
includes news of vlho has just been drafted, who has been 
sent where, what the l a t est dirt amon g the big br~ss is, 
and Winchel l ' s latest rumors on where the next invasion 
would be. It was p r obably no more inaccur te than most 
s t ateside reoorter s, although Winchell ' s reoort that we 
h""d just retaken Dutch Ha r bor in Alaska v.ras news to Amer-
ican trooos who had staff ed the city through the entire 
war. 
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The category came in twenty-first for the entire sur-
vey, wi th 204 items for 1.922 per cent, but this is hardly 
an accurate representation. The c a tegory was in existence 
for only s i x months of the survey, comin~ in in May, 1941, 
I and drop ping out a fter November , 1947. There were naturally , 
I no military ~ossip items in the pre or post war yearse 
li Milita ry gossi0 had its lone fir st in September, 1945, 
1
' 13.51 per cent. 
II Its trend line is easy to explain. It CAme into effect ' 
I in May, 1941, jus t before the United States entered the war, 
and had a handful of items. By June, 1942, it rose to 11th 
il ~ place with 4.24 per cent and soared to 4. 95 per cent in July, 
II 
I 
'I 
I 
1943 for fifth place. In September, 1945, it reached its 
I 
I 
I' 
peak and started fallina away immediately, and was gone by 
December, 1948. Over 60 per cent of the items in this 
category came in the two months of June, 1942, when the war 1 
, vms a t its height, and September, 1945, when it was just 
ending. 
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Books 
I n a field where he could hardly be called a ieading 
fi gure, Winc hell has m2de his items on books i mportant only 
for the reason that his uower to make a book a best seller 
by constantly pluggi n g it has become a byword in the pub-
l ishing indust r y . Thi s category, in brie f , e xpre sses Win-
chell 1 s op inions on current literature, and often winds up 
1
1 
i n frenzied exhortat i ons to buy. Winchell i s much more of 
a salesma.n than a literary cri ti c. 
The category c ame in twenty-second, with 169 items for 
1 .593 pe r c ent. I t reached a hi~h of ninth place in Nov-
e mber , 1947, with 4.44 pe r cent and had a low of .52 per 
cent in March, 1939. Uo to the month of December, 1948, the 
j, 
category had a steadily rising trend l ine f rom i ts earlier 
lows of five months of the first six under one per cent . 
Its fall in 1948 , however, leaves doubt as to the ultimate 
~ direction of the extrapol a tion of the l i ne. 
There was no ~reat clustering of items in this category, 
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in a ny one month o r group of them as Book News is a steady 
if small part of the standard Winchell coverage of New York. 
Winchell's fame as a book-9lugger, mentioned in Chap-
ter Three, need not be delved into too deeply here, s a ve· 
to remark that he 'i'Ias credited with making 11 Under Cover·" 
the tremendous success i t was, along with healthy plugs in 
hi s column for 11 Sabotap~e 11 11 Tl:•ason 1 s Peace" and 11 A Measure 
.. . ' 
of Freedom". 
Business News 
This catego ry, inactive in January, 1937, indicates 
~ Winchell's ~rowin~ interest, a fter January, 1937, in the 
11 affairs of other sectors of the United States other than 
'I Broadway. 
In this cate~ory Winchell included all informat ion 
about the activities of large and small corporations and 
I 
1 business news in general, true or false. 
I 
The category reached a oeak of 2.90 per cent in March, 
78 
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1939, when it was -thirteenth , dropped during t he war years 
to under one per cen t in 1941, 1942 and 194 3, but resumed 
c ategory, where it is obvi ous almost every time Winchell 
has a business item that he i s u s ing some t ipster' s handout 
almost verba.tim, and his slips in the column are well known. 
His it em about the banks in New York merging was quot e d in 
the prev iou s chapter, and his informati~n about t h ~ chang-
ing price of ~ol d is ano ther. He a lso reports conventions 
and show convent i ons i n t he wr ong city or the wr ong time, 
as he did with t he New York Lamp Dealer s show in 194 9 . 
1
1 Isolationists 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
This is the catego ry where the depths of Winchell's 
II 
I/ feelings was the e:r eatest, both in his b?ttles \Jifith the 
1
1 
Isolationists of the p r e vJorld War II pe riod c:md his battles 11 
1 with the Isolationi sts of what vlinchell ca.lls t he " thi r d 
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·lOrld wa.r 11 • He wa.s so bitter in his columns about the 
Isolat ionist s in 1941 t hat he c a rried on running b a ttle s 
with his uublishers, particularly William Randolph Hearst, 
who ~ave order s in 1940 that Winchell ' s column could be cut 
or eli~inated at the editor's discretion. 
The category came in twenty-fourth, wi th 148 items for 
1.395 per cent. However, like Mi li t ary Gossip, this f igure 
fails to ~ive e true picture of the category. One hundred 
and twenty of these items were concentrated in one month, 
May, 1?41, at the height of 'Hinchel l' s struggle v.,ri th the 
Isolationists in America. Of the 148 items, 147 were anti, 
II none we re pro and only one was neutral. The category was 
il first in May, 1941, with 10.00 cent, and ap:ai n I per never 
figured hi gher than twenty- f irst, being in the mid-thirti es 
three times. 
Winchell was the severest crit ic of men like Lindbergh, 
Wheeler and Nye who led the Isolationist block in Congress. 
He was particularly critical of the late Senator Lundeen, 
charging him by innuendos with many malfeasances of dutye 
Lindbergh was his prime tar~et, however. Winchell 
j
1
devoted his entire column to cri ticizinp:. Lindbergh t·vrice in 
one month, and many of his items were concerned wit h Lind- 1 
bergh and his doi1'1gs • . Never a man to nurse a grudge for- l1 
ever, 'Hinchell has mentioned Lindbergh' s vrart ime 'Service to 
t he Army Air Force several times, and has suoken since of his 
'I 
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former bitter enemy with a complete l ack of r a ncor. 
, Burlesque and Vaudevi l le 
I 
This category was n robably one of Winchell ' s s t andbys 
i n the days before LaGuardia killed burlesque in New York 
1 and v audeville k illed i tself . As much as Winchell now 
I c ove r s r ad io and the movies, burle sque anQ vaude ville un-
I 
doubtedly provided him with many items in the years before 1 
II thi s survey. Howe ver, with burles ue banished t o Union City , 
was a. relatively unimportant one from 1937 -1948. 1tl i n chell 
us ed items on Gy sy Rose Lee, Sa lly Rand , and other stippers 
in night clubs and in other ci ties , and told of the talent 
of oldtime v audevilliams and wha t their pre sent c tiviti es 
a re. 
The category came in twenty- fifth , with 130 items for 
1 . 225 per cent. It was a t i ts high i n the first month of 
t he urvey, January, 1937, with 3 .08 per cent, and tenth 
---~ =-=--='-= 
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place, and al though it s decline was slight in February, 
only twice a~ .in did it ever ~et over .62 ~e r cent, with 
2 . 09 uer cent in May, 1941, and 1.28 pe r cent in June, 1942. 
I 
1 The rest of the time it was in the upper half of the twentiec 
or lower thirti es , or almost nonexistent . 
Winchell, an old vaudeville hoo f er hims~lf, speaks with 
occasional and uncharacteristic wistfulness about the de-
cline of vaudeville , but he was not blind to it s inevita-
bility wi th the comin~ of talking pic tures.· He thought the 
~ old days were nice, but doesn't want them back. 
I, 
1: Sport News 
j Suort news i s probably the f ring e category of Winchell 'd 
standard coverage of Broadway and New York . It includes 
items about sl}orts fi gures, usually in baseball, boxing or 
I· horserg. cine3~ such as Jaclc Dempsey, Leo Durocher, Joe Louis 
I 
I and Joe Dimag~ io. Winchell rarely makes s~orts predic tions, 
exceot about horse racing. Hi s standard sports times are 
nev..rs about the phys ice.l conditions o f v a rious athletes, 
1 their plans, e.nd the lates t front office news . 
I. 
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The c ~t ego ry came in twenty-sixth i n the f nal 1 1~t in s, 
~ith 1 ?9 i tems o _ ~ . 2 or r .ent . I ~~3 n~t reore sen t ed 
n t ~l l in t he rnontt~ f Sep ts~~ar , l ~k5 , a nr 1ovem r , 
r 1S47 . I he d i ts hi .h of 2 .40 per cent n Jupe, 194? , snd 
a l ow o f . 35 pe r cen t in J 1,, 1943. 
A ~eneral downward trend is i n dicated , althou gh i rre g -
ul a rly . Over 80 per cent of the cat e gory's tota l items a re 
found in the f irst six mont h s of the elv en s tudi e d. 
Winc hell s c e rtainly not a big sports fan, bu he 
'
1 
occ a.siona lly comes up with a shocker sp orts i tern, such as a II 
11 
I 
II 
II 
I 
II 
thinly veiled pr~dic tion that the Dodgers wo u ld sell J &ckie 
Robinson or thf'l.t 'Nhi rla_vTe..y , 194 1 Kentucky Derby Wi nner, wa s 
doped . While almost none of hi~ oho ckers come t rue, that 
never bothered Winchell i n other fi e lds and it do e s n o t 
here. His t r eatment of soort s iA very similar t o that of 
other f i elds of hich he knows li t tl e or nothine . 
Pet Peeves 
This i s the category t hBt gives Winchell a cha ce to 
-~-==---
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hie suleen on some 9erson or publ ica tion which has run 
" 1 f oul of Winchel l in the ua.st . In earlier years , the li st 
included Westbrook Pegler, before Winchell really too k t o 
serious denunciation of Pegler, and the Pulitzer Prize 
Committee, lrhich i gnored him continuously in its awardin~ 
of p rizes . Since the vmr, he he.s a.dded ''T ime" mage.zine, 
which he spoke of fevorably as l~ t e as 1941, and the New 
York 11 Times 11 , for c s ll ing him e.n irresponsible v.farmonger. 
He had, of course, his mock feud with Ben Bernie, and in 
1 1942 he really l e v eled hi s guns at Harold Ro ss , Editor of 
I
I the "New Yorker" . vlinchell ha had it in for the i:tellect-
uel and Iitty ma2:azine for years, and he n:ot his chance in 
r 
II 
1943 when Ross got into a dis"9ute with hi s Connecticut 
ne i e;hbors about zonin~ lP-.ws . Ro ss t ook the unfortunate 
po s ition of trying to limit new home building, and was 
I 
promptly put to rout by 1tlin_chell ' s searing criticism. 
1 The category fi nished a s9oradic twenty-seventh, with 
116 items for 1.093 per cent of the total. I t fi~ured 
i muortantl i n only three months, May, 1941 with 3.34 p er 
cent, July, 1943 with 1.65 per cent and December, 1948, 
II 
with its hi~h of 4.74 per c ent . It dro9ped out entirely in 
II 
September, 1945. I n all of the other months, however, it 
was limited to very occasional items, four or five a month, 
and never rose over . 66 pe r cen t in those months . 
This i s the category t ha t makes Winchell look worse 
~----
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t han anyrhere else , 9S it i s here that he i s the mo s t venge-
f ul and childish in his c ont inual harano;:uin~ a t opponents . 
Roosevelt and the New Deal 
Here was the f undamental politica l issue of our t i me, 
and to Winchell's credit it must be said that he made no 
attempt to duck the issue as so many other contemporary 
gossip columnists did. He made his decision early, and 
stuck to i t c onsistently. He made the cho ice for the New 
Deal 8.nd FDR, as did his countrymen • • 
This c at e~ory includes al l references to the Roosevelt 
family Bnd to the ~ew DeRl measures . The f igures lend 
considerable supoort to Winc hell ' s claims of being Bn en-
lightened liberal. The cate ,ory came in twenty-ei ghth, 
with an even 100 items for .942 per cent of the fi nal 
1
1 t otal s . Of the 100 references, 60 1-vere favorable, none 
II 
I were unf a vorable , and 40 could be classified as neutral .. 
I The c atego ry onl y ro s e to the top t en once, making lOth 
!I place in July, 194 3, with 3. 89 per cent. The other times, 
=~:r-
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it was a l ways in the twenties and thirtie s , with a a low of 
11 .16 'Jer cent in November, 192.f7, t wo and a ha lf years a fter 
the Presi dent's death. There was not a sing le mont h i n 
the eleven when there were no references to FDR. 
~~ tl"me Roosevelt even gave Winchell forty-five minutes of his 
once, ment ioned in Cha9 ter Tree, and is reDuted t o 
II hav€ started the conversa tion by sayin~, 11 "\llal ter, here 1 s an 
''I i tern f or y ou " . Winchell ' ~ regard for FDR was probably 
mos t sincere, and not motiv a ted by any ulterior motivese 
Fear of War 
I 
II 
I 
II 
II 
Winchell, not a warlike i ndividual personally, ha d a 
I healthy dread of war, along with most Americans. I Neverthe-
II 
II 
less, he was willing if not eager, t o s ee this country go 
to war with Hitler as a prerequisite for survival, and he 
sees the same s itutation arising with Russi a today. 
The c ategory c ame in twenty-ninth in the final f i ures, 
wi th 8 7 items f or .820 per cent. Before the wa r, i t came 
===-=-== 
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over the one -oer cent ma.rk onc e, in March, 1939 , but s ince 
the war , in l9lf6, 1947 ~:md 1948, it has t aken up t wo and 
three per cent of his columns. 
Of the prewar fi gu res, thirteen i terns thought v.re would 
II have t o enter the war , while nine thought re mi ght sta.y 
out, with two noncommitta l. This l a c k o f defin i te c onvic-
tion of the war 's inevitabil ity i s sharply contrasted with 
the postv a r fi gures, which show fifty-one i terns f earin vle.r 
I ~~ vri th Russi a , twelve op oosed and non neutral. 
!I Winchell i s apparentl y t horou ghly convinced_ that, as 
II 11e did with Hi t ler, we shall ha.ve to fight the Russ ians to 
1
1 
preserve world peace e.nd security. Since continually fight - 1 
I 
ing wars seems to be a n unu sual wa y to keep the pe ce , mo s t 
l i berals since the v.rar have deserted Winchell on foreign 
! a f f a irs, preferrin~ the United Nations or ~tJ'o rld Governement. 
I 
I 
I 
I 
to another, and perhaps f a t a l, 
Communism 
II 
_l 
I 
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These fi ~ures gi ve the lie thoroughly to the charges 
by the i rres9onsible reactiona rie s t hat Winchell i s a 
C~mmuni st or fellow-traveler. This category i ncludes all 
references to Russian diplomats, Russian Foreigp Policy, 
, Stalin and the Russian government . Severa l items, in the 
last fev.r years, talking about war with Russia have been in-
JI eluded in the Fea.r of 1fTar category. 
11 The category came in thirtieth, vlith 74 items f or .697 
per cent. The items were s~read out evenly over the eleven 
months in the survey, except for February, 1938, and June, 
1' l9LJ2, vrhen there were none, and November, 1947, vrhere there 
were 33, f or the category ' s· hi gh of 5.23 per cent and 
II 
I 
seventh place. 
Of the 74 items, none were favorable to Russ i a, 58 were 
unfa.voraole and 16 were neutral. The foreign policy of t he 
government seems to have clearly shaped Winchell 's Russian 
ttems . He barely noticed them i n January, 1937, didn't at 
all in February, 1938, blast ed them in March, 1939, (Fin-
land), and A~ri l , 1940 , (Poland), lessened off by May, 1941, 
and used only neutral i tems during the war years of 1942 and 
1943. By September, 1945 .and October, 1946, he made several 
sl io_:htine; references, and November, 1947 saw him in ful l 
cry. He blssted Vishinsky, Gromyko, Molotov and Stalin 
with fine impart iality. 
There can be no doub t that Winc hell is a confirmed 
88 
anti -Communis t . 
Damon Runyan Fund 
II 
This category shows Winchell at his best, un selfish, 
devoted t o the memory of an int·mate f riend, and a crusader 
I 
II against an enemy nobody defends. This category i s self-
explanat ory , containinp; t hose items re f erring to the f nal 
j illness of Runyan and all items concerning t he f und . 
,, The ce.tegory was, of course, in exi stence f or t he 
' final t hree months of the survey , coming i n thirty-first 
I with 72 it ems for .678 per cent. I t rocketed t o third 
place in November , 1947, with 6.66 per cent and -vms a.lso 
I' in the top ten i n December, 19L1.S, 1 i th 3 .. 49 ue r cent. An 
I 
,, 
examination of the column today would reveal tha t the Runyan 
fund i s ri ght up nea r the top. 
,, Wi nchell ori ginated t he i dea fo r the Runyan Cancer 
, Fund , has been i t ' s constant stimulus, and has given up 
many hundreds of hours of his time lining up entertainers 
1 for i ts benefits, appearing f or it. and actin5 as its 
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treasurer. Other offic e r s include Dan Parker of the " Mirror'; 
President , LeonP.rd Lyons o f the "Post" , Vice-Pre sident , and 
Leo Linderman , ovmer of "Lindy's", Sec r etary. The fund has 
r ais ed over three million dollars, <:md $2,666 ,574 pai d out 
1 in 85 grants and 52 f ellowshi p s i n 77 i nstitutions in 35 
11~ states, and 2 f ellowshi p s in 2 ins titution s in Canada and 1 fellowship i n England. All money r aised by the f und is 
~ used for cancer research , as no money i s deducted for ex-
1 p enses or salari es ~ Many top stao:e a nd sc reen s t ars have 
1 done bene f its for t he f und, at no co s t to the f und and it is 
I
I, probebly one of the best things that Wi nchell has ever done, 1 
one for which t here cc:m be no t hou.~ht of critici sm, sen sa-
11 
II 
tional ism, or uersonal profit. 
jl Poems 
I This is another category that shows the two sides of 
'I 
I the vlinchell charac t er. He use s poems sparingly, but the 
'• 
11 f ew that he has us ed reflect both hi s cynicism and his 
occasional rank cynicism . 
The po e ms offered a problem in classification . The 
de c is on was finally made t o c ount each item a one item, 
vlhe ther it '-riC'. s wo or t i ,..,ty-tvro lines in len th , R s ~c u-
1! c:tlly happened . It was evened c;_p ~)y the October figu re, 
~ whic h i ncluded 29 separ et e p oems , eac h o f two lines~ 
I 
-- -----
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The category came in thirty-second with 65 items for 
.613 Jer c ent of the total. The first poem appeared in 
Aoril, 1940, and continued thereafter omitt ing only Se9tem-
ber, 19l.J5 . The October, 1946, f i 0 ure was the high, 3.84 
per cent. 
~inchell seldom wrote his own poems in the beginning . 
He a ccepted contributions, and, which i s rare f or him 
credited them. "Don 1tTahn 11 , a pseu donym f or an unknown Man-
,, hattenite, v·rrote stee.dily for 'l:linchell and had many of hi s 
uoems pri nted up until his death b y suicide in 1946, a t 
I II vfhich time he wa.s the subject of an ode by Winchell hims elf, 
The poems dealt mostly II 
II 
,, 
flu sh alongside h i s own last poem . 
with the sentimental s ide of life it self, and mostly abou t 
Broadway life , a l thou.gh an occa sionally p hiloso~hical poem 
about life i n general ,,.ras u sed . vlinchell' s ovm poems were 
usually more cynical in tone. 
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Hed~ed Predic t ions 
I 
I! 
Here is a category which shows \Vinchell the man to be 
I a pretty shrewd person , while Winchell the columnis t looks 
I 
I 
I 
like a sensational ist of the hi g hest de gree. Thi s category 
includes all items which are predictions, but which are 
hedged by Winchell's saying something like "could it be 
that", or 11 i s it true that", etc. Almost all of these 
hedg ed predic t ions are never fulfilled, and it is a credit 
to Winchell's own mind . tha t he realized that in advance 
a nd hedged on them, so tha t if they did not come true as 
seemed likely, he was protected. It was less of a credit 
to him that even though he reali zed the dubious nature of 
most of them he orinted them anyway . 
The category came in thirty-third with 37 items for 
Its high was in July, 1943j with 1 . 18 per 
omitted entirely in September, 1945, and 
October 1946 . Since reaching it s pea~{ in 19lf 3, the category 
has declined quite perceptably, since iHnchell has undoubt-
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edly realized to some e x tent the worthless nat ure of the s e 
predictions . These items a re almost always shockers, items 
that v-rill amke people t alk about them in incredulous tones 
the next day, but which will not do Winchell any good as 
f ar as the Dubli c' s confidence in him . 
This is one of the most strai~htforward categor ' es in 
the entire survey, and it s f i ndin~s wil l surprise nobody . 
1: This category includeR all i terns abou t J pe. n ese fore gn 
II I' policy, Japanese mi li t a r y t a ct ics, and the JEtpanese govern-
! 
1 ment i n general. 
The category c ame in thirty-fourth~ with 32 items for 
I . 301 per cent. It is also no surprise that o f the thirty-
I 
ij 
II 
I 
t wo items, thr i ty were unfavorable, none of them were 
f avorable, and t\10 •!ere neutral. The category reached it s 
neak in September , 1945 , wi th 1.28 per c ent. These items 
1 were mostly e.bou t the surrender in Tokyo Bay , September 2, 
- :=---=..__-::- -=-
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1945 . That was the only month in which the ca tegory got 
;I ove r the one Der cent rnl=lrk, being orni tted entirely in April, 
I 1940 and October, 1946. 
The t wo neutral items occurred in February, 1938, and 
that month also included five unfavor able items, and every 
other mont h contained only unfavorable items if any at all. 
Winchell never could get enra~ed to any grea t de gree 
I about the Ja92nese, certa inly nothing .like his ha tred for 
II 
I the Germans, \'l'hich can probably be e xplcdned by his Jewish 
I 
1 an d European background . Japan \'laS an enemy t o be f ought 
I 
I' 
,, 
=-r 
I 
! 
I 
and beaten, and that was all, whereas the war against Hitler 
was a crusade. His feelings a re not to o far from those of 
many American liberals. 
Taxes 
With an income of a~9 roximately one million dolla rs a 
year, Winchell calls himself a ccura tely one of the bi gge st 
taxpayers in the world . In his po s ition, he could ea Ri ly 
be forgiven if he crusaded against the "Soe.k t he Rich" and 
.-.=.~.~-=~---=--=======--=--==------ .=·--=----"' 
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high t axes policies of the New Deal. To his everlasting 
credit, more than 96 uer cent of his items on taxes we~e in 
I' 
favor of high t axes . 
I This category came i n thirty-fifth, with 31 i tems f or 
~~ 9 292 per cent of the to tal. Twenty-two of these i tems were 
concentrated in one month, March , 1939 , for 1 .88 per cent, 
it s high. The category was not represented at all in 
February, 1938, April, 1940, May, 1941, June , 1942 and Sept-
'! 
·ember, 1945. Of the 31 i tems used, 25 were f avorable to 
t he tax program, two were opposed and f our were neutral . 
He even sided with FDR in his controversy with Al ben B~rkley 
I
I when t hey ba ttled over taxe~ . 
v-.finchell has stated his a tti tude t owe.rd taxe s very 
II 
d 
I 
succinctly. He beli eves i t is wort h every penny of the 
seven or eight hundred thousand dollars he pays every year 
, to l i ve in thi s country r ather t han in Germany or Russia. 
Labor 
95 
This category conte.ins al l references to labor leaders 
and labor gossi~ and s trike news . 
The category came in thirty-s i xth, witS 30 i tems for •• I 
'I 
.283 per cent of the total . 
I 
Its high was July, 1943, when 
there were 12 i tems for 1 . 42 per cent~ The category was 
omitted i n J anua ry, 1937 , June, 1942 and November, 1947. 
Of the thirty i tems, one f avorabl e i tem was s trone;1y out-
weighted by seventeen unfavorable and twelve neutral ¥ 
Thi s apparently con tradic t ory pic t ure of Winc hell , the 
Roosevelt and New Deal supuorter, being ant i -l abor is ex-
p1ained b y t he f a c t that almost all of the seventeen items 
listed here as being anti-labor concer n John L. Lewis, of 
whom an exce'Jtion i s made even by union labor leaders. 
Lewi s i s the t a r get of Winchell ' s blasts down through the 
j years. 
" 
I, 
li 
II 
,, 
II 
I 
I 
I 
However , even a ccept ing thi s , Winchel l i s no red-ho t 
labor supDor ter¥ The bulk of his r eferences a re neutral, 
and he apparen t ly concea l s his f eel ings on suc h a touch 
subject in hi e columns. 
No Nam e Items 
96 
This category contains those items which Winchell uses, 
usually ~iving some intimate or scandalous gossip, where 
he doeg not mention the nemes of the -parties involved. 
They male up e small but ste!=!dy 9art of the column, just a 
few a month . These i terns usue.lly say something li ~>.:e "A 
prominent New Yorl{er" or e. ''well-known bcmdleader". People 
in the set of the unnamed party usually knm,r who Wine hell is 
tD.lking about, =tnd t he nev•s ~ s lil{ely to r.r,et around, but 
Winchell can always say he did not directly identify the 
!' person, 8 . knack t hat is valuable in libel suits . In fact, 
~ one of the few t imes Winchell ra s ever success f ully sued 
I 
I 
Jl 
II 
I 
for libel we.s by a midwestern car9enter, who Winc hell re-
ported "climbed out on a limb and s'3wed it off with him on 
' t" 
J. ' cmd "fell to the gr01md b eeking his arm 
11
• 
Winchell paid off for dama~in~ t he man 's reputetion. 
The cate~ory came in thirty-seventh, with 26 items for 
.244 per cent. It was represented in every month except 
April, 19L~O , and September, l?L~S, ree.chins a hi~h of . 69 per 
I cent in December, 1948, .nd a sliR)lt up'.,mrd trend i s visible .. 
il 
I 
:I 
I 
I 
The i terns a.re classified as "No Namet-:.11 unless the3r a"re 
primarily for some other purpose, in which cases, they go 
into the appropriate catego ry , even though no names he.ve 
II been mentioned. 
~-=~== 
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Democratic Partv 
Al t houo:h 't<Tinchell vras a s taunch booste r of Franld in 
II Roosevelt and his New Deal :orof.!ram , he i s by n o meEms 8 
II 
I 
resular pa.rty-line Democrat . He undoubtedly h~ .s voted 
Democra tic i n mos t elections f or twenty or more years, but 
his ent husiasm fo r the party i t self i s te111pered. I 
The c ate gor y c cwe i n t hirty- e i q hth, with 23 items f o r I 
• 2lf. "')e r ent. Of t he 23 · te '~"'" : f ~ ': •: v1e r e f a v o r ? le , 1·10 
Ill 1.ere rnf~vora le, and si~teen were neutral. 'I' he C8t egory 
II 
never ~ot over one oer cent nd reached its hi~h of • 5 ner 
cent in M?rc h, 1939 . It "As comuletely omit ted i n t;.-m 
months , Me.y, 1~41, and November, 19L.J7 . I t never reached 
hiuht than twenty-fourt h ~lece. 
The pre~onderance of neutral items concerning the part y 
is due to Winchell's undoubted dist~ste f or such Democrats 
!:' s Jim Fe.r l ey, J·a:me s Byrnes, most southern Democrats, part-
j_ cul~rly bie;ots l i ke Bilbo and Re.nkin, and the bosses of 
U1e bi s city machines li ke Ed Flynn e.nd f ormer Mayor He gue. 
~ -==-o..==== 
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He has no u se f or t he Re!_lubl i can Perty, but cas t s hi s lot 
with the Democrats 01 t of necessity . 
Trumcm 
This i s t he one category i n the survey which i s pro-
b ab ly not truly r epresent a t ive of Winchell ' ~ real a ttitude 
be c ause of t he se,mplin s s etup . The only t hree months in 
which Tr uman e,ppeared in the survey a re October, 1946, 
'· 
1
1 November, 1947 , and December, 1948 , durins which time Vlin-
1 c l::.ell a•::>p ears to b e very ant i - Truman . Hov-rever, Winchell , 
II in common with so many Americans has vacill a ted about Tru-
mrn would l ose i n 1948 , as almos t e veryone was , but at 
1 other t imes he has cal l ed him 11 Tr 1svel t " vlhich i s a hi::;h II 
II t oken of e s te em . 
I 
The cete~ory c ame i n thir t y-nint h , with 22 items f or 
. 207 9er c ent. Of the 22 ite ms, none were f a vorable, ei~ht-
een qere 1. n f a vorable, and four more were neutr a l . Hovrever, 
1
.'Hnchell hes spoken f a.vorably of Trtman so often since that 
t his cate gory i s virtually worthless as an indi ca tor of 
..;..:=-==- ~---=---- =-----=- -- -= =-~ 
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II 
I 
:1 of <:mythim~ but 1Hinchell 1 s atti tude towEJ.rds Truman in the 
;; months s tudied. 
I 
Ei ghteen of the items were li s ted in October , 1946, 
with 17 anti and one ne trel. Since then, t he other two 
II 
~ months were prac ti cally neutral . 
jl 'ltlinchell hB.s a very vmrm f eeline; t oward Mar p:aret Tru-
man, and has mentioned her favore~bly several times. He 
,
1 
has never really gotten angry at Truman, just sorry he -vms 
not the man for the job. 
I' 
II Renublican Party 
Winc hell finds it ver y hard t o find a good word for 
the Republican Party, and in fact, did not do so i n the 
· eleven months analyzed in t his study . The category includes 
8 11 i tems concerning the party, its important figures, e.nd 
11 its vote s in Congr ess . 
The cate ory came in fortieth, with 22 items f or .207 
per cent of the total The category reached its peak of 
11 .27 :per cent in Novsmber, 1 947, and was not represented at 
II 
100 
all in JanuEtry , 1 937, February , 1938 , Ap ril, 191+0 , May , 1941 
1j and September, 191+5 a.nd December, 1948. The 22 i terns were 
scat tered over the other five mont hs i n an 8-5-5-3-1 rati o . 
Of the 22 i terns, n one were f avo r able, n one vrere neutrc:.l , 
and all 22 were unfavorable. He to ol{ the Republicr..ns t o 
t asl{ for their vote s i n Congre ss that were I solationi s t e.nd 
1
1 da:!:'lgerous to his conce-otion o f Ameri ca n defenses, the draft 
1j vote, the fortific e.tion Qf Guam, and Lend Lease . 
II 
Unclassify able 
I 
I 
II 
This i s a c ategor• t hat i s obvious l y necessary in an 
u n derteJdng encom:9assing over ten thousand i terns . It i s , 
I t he writer ho:9 es , a credit to the sys tem of catF:gories 
il 
II 
~s tablished t hat it contain~ so f ew i tems. 
The category c ame i n forty - f irst, with 7 i t e ms f or 
.066 n er cent o f t he total ~ The seven items were concentra -
te d in three months, three in Januar y, 1937 , one in A:9ril, 
1940, and the other three i n December , 1948 , whi c h Wf!,s the 
- ----=:::::---= ~ -==--== ===----- =--=- - --==-
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category ' s hi s h of .11.2 :;:Jer cent. I n every other month, 
every one of the hundred of i tems studied fitted into one 
1 of the other forty- two c a te s ories. 
No especi a l effort was needed t o a ccomplish thi s end. 
' Winchell ' s wr i ting s are mostly s trai ghtfor\·mrd, and he con-
t a ined no surprise s a fter the fir s t fe w months . 
The seven uncla.ssifyable i terns could p robably have 
II been s queezed into one of the categories, and t his c a te gory 
elimina ted, but the writer thought i t would be s t a ti s t ic ally 
1 unreliable to do s o , even thou p;h it was only sev en i tems 
out of over ten t housande 
ji Since the i terns p u t in t his column were of no vi sible 
relation shi :r,J to a.ny concei v able c a t egory, it i s interes ting 
1 to note t hat three of them involved little f a cts about 
time , a nd one bout c a l endars . These four co ld h~ve gone 
into Thing s I Never Knev-r, but the writer reserved t ha t 
I, category for sect i ons of i terns a t l eas t one par agrap h long , 
II and usual ly a whole column a t a time . 
Stron . Foreign Policy 
11 Th i s category , forty-second i n l i ne, a ll five of v.rhose 
items occur red in October, 1946 , con sis ts of Winchell ' ~ 
p leas fo r 8. s tron ,er United Sta.tes fo r eign p olicy, espec -
ially in Europe, v.J"here Winchell fee.rs we might lose t he 
t hen -beginning cold wa r vJi t hout a fi ght. 
102 
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Trial by Winchell 
This is the forty-third category, with one lone i tem, 
I consisted of \'line hell trying and convicting \vi th trial :in his 
I 
ovm mind. El. murderer in New York . A more famous exEirn~le we s 
'I I Winchell s crusade against t he B~livian p i lot who c rashed 
into the a irliner in Washington, D.C. thi s year ki llin0 
fifty ArnericElns who were passen~ers on the plane. 1tlinc hell 
I attacked him bitterly over the air, without much evidence. 
I 
II 
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CONCLUSIONS 
--- ==-===-c- --===-"'----= -==-----=--==- -=- =- - = - ---- -- - - - ~ -
===--==- ---- -
As broa d as this survey is, and as detailed over such 
a wide scope, there are still some conclusions tha t c2.n be 
' arrived a t . These conclusions can be sul1divided into three 
, areas, conclusions concerning the column itself, as r egards · 
content; conclusions as to Winchell ' s attitudes as reflected 
in his columns; and conclusions concerning Winchell the 
man, and his effect upon his times~ 
The column it self, although consisting of f orty-three 
different categ~ries of items, can be still further cla ssi-
fled into smaller groups , as the forty-three categori es 
can be placed into five major groupings, with only a few 
c~tegories lef t over. 
First off, the most important group of ce.tegories are 
1 t hose I have called \'l1nchell 1 s Stande rd Broadway Coverage. 
Ill This i n clfudes thirteen different c e. te gories. They are 
II 
II 
Movi es and Hollywood, Mar ital Nev-1s, Legi timate Theatre Ne'i'rs, 
I Nev-rspaper Business, Crime and Gambling , Radio, Ni ght Clubs, 
I Music , Magazines, Social Gossip, Books, Burlesque and 
~ Vaudeville, ~d Sports. In t~se thirteen c ate~ries, tak-
1
!111 ing up some fi fty-tb...ree per cent of the i terns used in the 
survey, 1.~Tinc hell covers the bea t, be i s most famous f o r , as 
he knows somethin3 about most of the se ca t egor i e s. They 
a r e the ":Jacl{bone of hi s c c~ 1mns, and one of hi s ":Jes t selline; 
II r oints . If you r ead the c olumns re~ul arly , you have a 
p r·e tty ood idea of what is going on in New York in t hese 
====-==----- ==-~-==--=---=--== -""- ---
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fields . 
The next group of catee;ories does no t show iHnc L1all 
in q1.1 ite a s favorable a li s ht. Thi s g roup ing , Vfhi ch I ha ve 
called vHnchell the Om...Yli .Potent, includes \llinchell ' s Own 
Pra ise and Defense, Winchell ' s Own Doings , Pet Peeves, 
Hedo;ed Predic t ions, No Name Items, Trial by ,1flinchell . Al-
ii though they occupied only seven pe r cent of all his i terns, 
1 they a re the ones f or which he is most vulnerable . 'I'hese 
are t he times where the conceit leaks into his columns, 
'.·rhere hi s .9ettiness come s out, a nd ;r here he i s the mos t 
irresponsible. It is perha~s t o Wi nchell ' s credit that 
~ thi s emount comes to only seven per cent of the tote l items , 
for it is this seven u er cent which his det r actors always 
ment i on , and you W01J.ld think it l'tas. clo se r to seventy per 
c ent t o hear them t all\: . 
I The third grou)ing of cat e gori es , l•rhich I ha ve c a lled 
1! Amu s ement Items and s~~ace Fillers, consists of Quotes a nd 
I Gags , Anecdotes, Chara cter Ske tches, Things I Never F_ne':;l, 
!3.nd Poems, ::md totals a:::Yp roximate ly eiz;ht e en per cent . 
These are the 11light 11 i tems , i terns ivhich 1"linchell uses just 
1 t o bri g hten or fill up the column. There i s hardly any 
!I 
I
I s i e;nificance to the grouping, e xceu t t o say that when vlin-
,1 chell i s reaching to fill up a c0lumn vlhen he has a dearth 
~~ of reli eble i t erns, he i s apt to use some "';)retty p oor gags 
or obvious press agent handouts . 
---- =::.....==:--__ -....;;;;:::: --=-- --= --
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The fourth grouping, VJhich I have called Winchell ' s 
World Coverage, consists of Polit ical, Diplomatic, Business 
or Military Gossil). Thi s group had about seven a.nd a ha lf 
uer cent of the total items. Here, Winchell l ets a smatter-
ing of world news of importance get i nto hi s c olumns. A 
" r~a.te-keeper " study of vlhat ~ossip i terns on these to~ics 
get into the column would be of great interest and value. 
The fifth grouping of items, Contr oversial I ssues, 
consists of t he f ollowinz categories: Hitler, Isolation-
ists, FDR and t he Ne.,,T Degl, Communists, Fear of itfar, Jc,pan , 
Taxe s, Labor, Democra tic Party, Harry TrumE.m, the Repub-
lican Party and Strong Foreign Policy . It is here that 
Winchell reveals himself on i ssues of the day, fbr most of 
his other goss ip i tems are f airly neutral i n tone. Winchell 
usually can be found on one side or the other on most im-
I uortant issues, only rarely straddling t he issue. I 
II 
II 
II 
II 
I' ~I 
I 
Finally, the catee;ories Gotham, Runyan Fund and Un-
classifyable do not fit into the other gr oupings. Gotham, 
of course, is used to give the category an effect. 
As to Winchell's opinions as reflected i n his contro-
versial topics, I ha v e mentioned each of these a ttitudes 
in discussing, ea.ch individual cate2:ory, but I wi ll su.m trp 
il here briefly. 'Vlinchell is for Franklin Roosevelt and the 
Nev-1 Deal in general, for hisher taxes, for a strong f ore i gn 
I po licy, and less warmly, for the Democratic Part y. 
li 
He i s 
I 
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against Hi tler 8Xld Mvssolini , a:.~> inst the Communists, 
a-e:ainst Japan, a.gains t the Eepub lican s. He i s mildly 0nti-
labor e.nd 8nti-Truman. These are_ his only dev i '3.tions fr om 
t he liberal point of view, and both of thes e can be excused, 
a.s his anti- l ab or items are mos tl y ant i - John L. Lewis, 
and he 1·ras anti-Trumcm when i t was fe.shionable to be so . 
Winc hell can undoubtedly be called a li~eral . He 
1 goes e.lonp; with t he liberal line on mos t i ssu.es, and lee.ves 
I no doub t i n hi s column as to Y.rhich s i cle he is on. Both 
I hi s rel ie:ion and hi s politics make his hs.tred for Erne s t 
II 
Bevin qu ite unders t andable. Along with mo s t l i berals, he 
i s slightly confused on certain i s sues, notably l a.bor and 
j! Truman , but 1trhen the time c :Jmes t o make his c ho ice , he i s 
II 
!I 
II 
II 
p r ob8bly t o be found i n Trumnn ' s camp . H was c:m ardent 
supnorter of Frankl i n Roo s evelt, and never deviated from 
this stand at any t ime. Al t hou3h he had no politica l 
~ interests in 1932 , he 0armly defended El eanor Roosevelt 
:I 
I 
. I 
short ly afterwards, and was a tremendou s admirer of FDR for 
years. 
As to Winchell the man , it i s only now a fter seven 
months of studying his life, hi s v ri tinss , and the 1-rri tings 
of others about him, that I find t hat my ori 3inal feel i ngs 
abou t him have been confirme d by t he facts . I f ind tha t in 
general, Winchell i s f ar more of an asse t to American 
jour nalism and to America than most of his de trac t ors wil l 
--- -== l --=- -==- -----"-
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admit, Rnd far less of a demi-~od than his friends make him 
out to be. Actually, as far as being a rep orter is con-
cerned, 1~Tinchell is a pre t ty fair one, vlho i s occe.sionally 
~ too lazy to check some of his facts . It is, I find, his 
manner th~ t ma.lces him the controversial fi ... _,ure he is today. 
His mB.nner gr! .tes on most peo~Jle, i ncluding many of his 
supporters, with its bras hness, freshness and genera.l sense 
of omnivotence. Hi s sneaky manner of malin~ corrections, 
his nettiness on small i ssues and toward certain people, 
his occasional inaccuracy and his loudness a re probably 
his major faults . Hi s contact s, his libera l attitude, his 
ab ility to dig U;J facts that sometimes need digging up, 
and his honesty are his urinc ipal virtues . These virtues, 
~ I find, on the whole out~eigh his faults . 
1
'1 Winchell is a man born at exac tly t he right time and 
1j in t he right :place. Rarely i s a combination so fortui taus 
I found in history . I In almos t any other conceivable <:tge , or 
'I 
II 
II 
in almost any other p lace, \•!inc hel l mi :3,ht hav e remai ned 
completely anonymous a ll his life, or have been a harmles s 
neighborhood sossip. He mi~ht have been l i quide.t e d for his 
religion in '1erme.ny, or for his ac ti vl tie2 in Russia . He 
l
/l most c e r t ainly would never have been a successful newsp per-
man one hundred years a9_;o . He i s a. ma n who had a certa in 
I 
cha.racteristic f or sale, and found ~. the only a v a i lable mark-
et for 1 t . Men who he.d \'iinchell ' s ab i lity and t endenci e s 
-~ -=- ----=- -=---· -· --
1 
I 
108 
- 1, 
have undoubtedly existed in other ages and places, and no-
II body has ever heard of them or ever Will. 
,, 
The worst that can be said aboPt \'Tine hell's o c ce.sional 
I 
18-C~{ of ood t aste is that you cannot blame him entirely. 
He is, as I s~id in my intro uction , at worst a panderer, 
and not a" mora ls corrupter, for he sim:ply found a lack o f 
taste t hat existed i n t he people and exploited it. If 
'1 this l ack of t aste did not exi st in t he people themselves, 
they ·muld have r ejected \Hnchell . 
II l ~inchell has been a o rce of liberal ideas to many 
j1 :peo:;Jle l·rho otherHi se mi .'_':ht never have been exposed to them . 
11 He hes been res·0onsible for the Runyan F1..md , his most 
I' , 1 1 d t 1 ' arne ess un· er a~nn[!;. The vas t amount of good he has 
, ctccomplished in hi s time i s his justificat ion of his exist-
ence. It ce.n be truly aid of hi m th?.t he will leave the 
e arth a 1 etter plEt ce than he found it, v·Thich i s all th::1.t 
you cF.tn a.sk of any man . 
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STATISTICAL SECTION 
II 
I' 
I 
II 
I 
Cf:1te~ori es 
1 . l11ov i es and Hol l y1m o" 
2 . ~ari tel News 
3 . Quo tes and Ge~s 
4 . Theatre Nev1s 
5. l~ewslJape r s 
6. Anecdo t es 
7. Crim<? e.nd G-embling 
8. Go t ham 
9. Radio Ne':r s 
1
1
•
1
1 10'" Ni ght Cl ub s 
11. Hi t l er and Mus solini 
12 . Ch[:1racte r Ske t che s 
1 3. Own ?raise and Def. 
,j 
14 . Mus i c 
I 1 5. Map;az i nes 
16. Soc i al Gossip 
1 l 7. O•·;n Do in~s 
18 . " Thi nss I Never Kn e1:1 11 
19 . Political Go s sip 
20. Di nlornati c Go ssi9 
21 . Mil i tary Gossip 
' 22. Books 
23 . Bu s i n e ss ~o ss ip 
24. I ol~ti oni sts 
Lar~e s t Smallest 
It ems Perc ent Month Month 
977 
900 
834 
639 
583 
452 
l~4 9 
428 
373 
349 
300 
291 
28 6 
2 6l~ 
263 
2lJ-8 
239 
226 
204 
169 
154 
14.3 
9.206 
8. 489 
7. 859 
6 . 021 
5.494 
4. 259 
4 . 231 
4.128 
4. 033 
3. 666 
3 .515 
3 .288 
2 .8 27 
2 . 695 
2 .488 
2 .47_ 
2. 336 
2 . 250 
2.130 
1 .922 
1.593 
1 . 451 
1. 395 
16 . 17 
12. 23 
15 . 20 
9 .76 
10 .64 
7 . 01 
7. 65 
9 . 79 
.so 
5 . ll3 
6. 62 
6 .75 
5 . 8l~ 
5 . 07 
6 .73 
s. olJ 
16 .98 
6 .1 
c: ('. . 
._) ~ '-' 
2 .90 
10 . 00 
4. 01 
5 "Z,l 
... -· . 
Lj . • 49 
1 . 67 
• 61+ 
. 16 
? 
1 . 1· 
.77 
• 1...) 
. oo 
, --;; 
. -· 
.56 
.oo 
. oo 
.00 
110 
111 
25. Burlesque and VC'1.udeville 130 1.225 3. 08 .oo 
26. Snorts News 129 1.215 2.40 .00 
27. Pe Peeves 116 1.093 4.74 .oo 
28. Roosevel t end Jew Deal 100 . 942 3.89 . 16 
29. Fe !3.r o f 1tl9.r 87 . 820 3.34 00 
30. Communists 74 .697 5.23 . oo 
31 . R nyRn Fund 72 •. 678 6.66 .oo 
32 . Poems 65 • 613 3.84 . oo 
33 . Hec1P"ed Predic tions 37 • 349 1.18 . oo 
34. Je:pB-n 32 • 301 1. 28 . oo 
,. 35. Te.xes 31 .292 1.88 .oo 
36. Labor 30 . 283 1. 42 . oo 
37. No Nr..me Items 26 • 2L~4 .66 .00 
I 38. Democratic Perty 23 .216 .85 .00 
39 . Truman 22 . 207 ? 7.0 -w _.) _. .oo 
40 . Renublican Party 22 .207 1.26 .oo 
41. UnclB s sifyable 7 .066 .42 . 00 
42. Strong Foreign Policy 5 . 047 .66 .oo 
4 3. Tri al by Wi nchell 1 .009 . 09 .oo 
-=--~==---= --=--= ·~ --=--
112 
Movies and Holly ood 
Date Rank Items Percentar.re 
---~ 
J anuary, 1937 2 127 10 .56 
February , 1938 l 168 15 . 27 
March, 1939 l 107 9.14 
II April , 1940 3 88 7.84 
May, 1941 9 48 4 .01 
June, 1942 3 109 8.72 
II J uly, 1943 l 137 16. 17 
" I September, 1945 3 50 8. 05 
Octobe r~ 1946 4 44 5.84 
November, 1947 2 46 7.29 
December, 1948 5' 53 7 . 39 
1 977 9.206 
Marital News 
. Date Rank It ems Percent age 
JanuBry, 1937 4 98 8 . 15 
Febru~Jry, 1938 .3 85 7 .73 
Me.rch , 1939 2 90 7 .69 
April, 1940 1 111 9. 89 
May, 1941 2 115 9 . 60 
'I June, 1942 2 120 9 . 60 
It II July, 1943 4 45 5. 31 
September , 1945 2 76 12.23 
October, 1946 2 60 · 7.96 
---
--
---
----
--=-.::::--_ 
113 
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--- --
De.te Rank Item Percente.p;e 
I: November, 19l.J.7 2~ 40 6. 34 
December, 1948 4 60 8.37 
I Quotat ions and G BP:,S 
II J nuary , 1937 3 99 8.24 
li February, 1938 
I 9 
50 4 . 54 
I M~rch, 1939 7 64 5.47 
Apri l, 1940 5 78 6 95 
May, 1941 4 95 7 ~ 9 3 
June, 1942 4 108 8 . 64 
II 
II July, 1943 9 38 4.49 
II 1945 6 31 4. 99 II Sep tember, 
II 
I October, 1946 1 ?3 12.32 
rovember , 1947 1 69 10.95 
De cember, 1948 ·1 109 15.20 
·3 834 7 .859 
Theatre Nev-r s 
Je.nuary, 1937 7 67 5 .57 
I' Febr uary , 1938 4 83 7 .55 
March, 1939 9 63 5. 38 I 
1 April, 1940 9 50 4.45 
[\ May' 1941 14 37 3.09 
I June , 1942 1 122 9. 76 
19h.·3 8 38 LJ .49 
--- ·=---== ~==-=----
-~-~ ~~--- 114 -- - --- ------
I Date Rank Items Percenta e 
I September, 1945 4 45 7.25 
October, 1946 6 38 5.04 
November, 1947 6 34 5.39 
December, 1948 2 62 8~65 
4 639 6.021 
Newspauer Bu siness 
January, 1937 6 83 6.91 
Februa ry, 1938 2 117 10,64 
March, 1939 12 41 3.50 
April, 1940 11 47 4.18 
Me~ y' 1941 3 99 8.27 
June, 1942 5 87 6.96 
' July, 1943 13 28 3.31 
September , 1945 ll 21 3. 38 
October, 1946 12 22 2.92 
November, 1947 ll 26 4.1 2 
December, 19ll8 19 12- 1.67 
---
5 58 3 5.494 
Anecdotes 
January, 1937 ll 34 2.8 2 I 
II February , 1938 24 7 . 64 I 
I March, 1939 3 82 7 .01 II ,, 
April, 1940 10 48 4.28 

116 
- - -
Date Ran1 Items Percenta~e 
lvia.r ch, 1939 19 22 1.88 
April, 19lJO 2 110 9 79 
May, 1941 8 69 5.76 
II June, 1942 7 77 6.16 
July, 1943 3 53 6 . 25 
Seotember, 1945 5 38 6.13 
October, 1946 26 . 7 .93 
November, 1947 32 2 .32 
II December , 1948 17 llf 1.95 
8 438 4. 128 
Radio News 
January , 1937 9 37 3.08 
II Fsb'l:"uar y, 1938 6 67 6. 09 I 
I 
I March, 1939 
l C · 
_o 29 2 . 48 
Aori1, 1940 8 54 4.81 
1
! May, 1941 11 40 3.34 
,1 June, 1942 16 26' 2.08 
I' 
11 July, 1943 11 32 3.77 
I September, 1945 7 29 4 .67 
I 
1
1 
October, 1946 8 34 .4.64 
II November, 1947 17 18 2.85 
December, 1948 3 61 8.51 
------ =~ 
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Pro Anti Neutral 
Date Rank Items I tems Items Percentao:e 
I November, 1947 0 0 0 1 ' . 16 
De cember, 1948 20 0 8 001 1 Q2o 
11 0 328 45 3. 515 
Cha r acter Ske tche s 
Date Rank I tems Percen t ap:e 
I 
I January, 1937 13 29 2.41 I 
February, 1938 8 56 5.09 
~lJ'arch, 1939 8 63 5. 38 
April, 1940 12 37 3.29 
May , 1941 5 81 6.75 
June, 1942 0 .ooo 
I July, 1943 26- 26 3.07 
I Septemoer, 1945 18 12 1.93 
I Oc t ober, 1946 15 19 2 . 53 I 
II 
Novemb er, 1947 22 8 1.26 
Dece mber, 1948 14 18 2.51 
12 349 3.288 
Own Praise~ SCOO:f2S and Def ense 
,I Items Perc ent Rank 
II 
II January , 1937 31 2. 58 12 
February, 1938 19 1. 73 20 
Me.rch, 1939 33 2.82 14 
April, 1940 71 6 .32 6 
---
-It-::- -~--=-~---
I 
t: 
II 
It 
' I 
I 
II 
' 
II 
II 
I 
!I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
i 
I 
-
Date I t ems 
May, 1941 70 
June, 1942 3 
July, 19lf3 6 
September, 19l.J5 2l.J. 
Oc t ober, 1946 10 
November, 1947 8 
December~ 1948 25 
300 
Mu s ic 
January, 1937 27 
F ebruary, 1938 29 
March , 1939 19 
April, 1940 30 
May, 1941 14 
June, 1942 37 
J uly, 1943 42 
September, 1945 16 
Oc t ober, 19l.J·6- 19 
No vember , 1947 32 
December, 1948 26 
291 
-=----====-=----~ - ----· --=---
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Percent Rank 
- - --
1) .84 0 
. 24 27 
.71 24 
3.87 9 
1.33 23 
1 . 26 21 
3. 49 9 
2. 827 13 
2 .24 16 
2. 64 12 
1. 62 21 
2.68 14 
1 .. 17 19 
2 . 96 14 
4. 96 6 
2. 48 16 
2 . 53 14 
5.07 8 
3 . 63 8 
2.742 14 
120 
l ~..____;.. __ ~ -~ --~ ---- ---- ----
Magazines 
ll Date Rank Items Percen t ar;e 
'I 
I J anua.ry , 1937 14 29 2.41 
February , 1938 5 74 6. 73 
M2"rch, 1939 15 31 2.65 
A~J ri1, 1940 14 30 2 . 65 
l ~1ay, 1941 13 37 3.11 
I June, 1942 13 39 3 .12 
II July, 1943 lll 21 3 . 31 - r 
September, 1945 22 6 . 97 
October , 1946 33 3 .40 
November, 194·7 29 3 . 47 I, 
II December, 1948 25 6 .84 
15 286~ 2.695 
Soci a l Go ssi1J 
J anuary , 1937 21 10 . 84. 
I Febr uary, 1938 14 26 2.36 
I; March, 1939 26' 9 .77 
I' Apr i l, 194·0 17 23 2.05 
I May , 1941 15 34 2 .84 
11 J une, 1942 12 LJ.3 3 .li- l t. 
I 
I July, 1 91.~ 3 15 18 2.12 
Sept embe,.., 191+5 17 14 2.26 
October,- .1946 7 38 5.04 
November, 1947 12 25 3.96 
== -ll--~-- _:.:......=:.~--=~~ :=-- -~---=-=.-:....._-_:...:: - ===----...=..-~- -- -- -
[~ 
Date 
December , 1948 
'I ,Je.nuary , 1937 
February, 1938 
March, 1939 
I' 
11 
April, 1940 
II May, 1941 
,, 
June , 1942 
July, 192~ 3 
September, 19lJ·5 
Oct ober, 1946 
November, 19Lf7 
December, 1948 
I 
II 
' January , 1937 
I February, 1938 
jl March, 1939 
11 April, 19LJ·O 
1! May , 19Lf1 
1 June, 1942 
1
1 July, 194 3 
I 
~ 
,, 
121 
-
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Rank Items Percentage 
11 24 3.35 
16 264 2.488 
Winchell ' s o,,m Do inr;s 
1 203 16.98 
26 6 . 55 
25 9 .77 
22 14 1 . 25 
24 10 . 84 
26 3 • 24 
26 3 . 35 
27 1 .16 
37 1 . 13 
19 9 1.42 
28 4 .55 
17 263 2 . 478 
"Things I Never I\..new11 
8 6LJ. 5 . 32 
10 37 3. 36 
17 26 2. 22 
13 35 3.12 
0 . oo 
0 .oo 
0 . oo 
=-=..;:.:=.__ -=--=--~ - --
- -- --
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- - --
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Date Rant: Itsm Percentar-e 
Se"9 tember , 1945 13 20 3.22 
Octo11er , 1946 0 .oo 
!~ •.:J '!8!"10C !', 191!7 5 39 6.18 
Decemb er, 19!J-8 17 27 3 .77 
---
18 248 2. 336 
Pol itical Gossip 
II 
II 
Date Items Percent Rank 
- -
I J2.nuary, 1937 21 1~75 17 
I February, 1938 23 2. 09 15 
II March ~ 1939 56 4.79 10 
li 
II April, 1940 17 1 . 51 20 
May , 1941 13 1 . 09 21 
I' June, 19!J-2 20 1. 60 17 
II 
July , 1943 27 3.19 15 
Sep tember , l9Ll-5 19 3.08 14 
,, 
I! October, 1946 17 2.26 18 
I November, 1947 20 3.16 14 
I De cember , 194 6 .84 24 
239 2.250 19 
Diulomatic Go ss io 
II J anua ry, 1937 9 .75 22 
Febr uary, 1938 23 2 . 09 16 
March, 1939 66 5. 6.l~ 6 II 
·- -~~-::::::--...:.-::...=-
--
::;_~-=--
--- - ~-----
- -
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1:--
Da.te Items Percent Rank 
A:::Jri1, 1940 20 1. 78 18 
May , 1941 29 2 .. 42 16 
June, 1942 10 . 80 22 
July, 19lf3 20 2 . 36 18 
I September~ 1945 27 4 . 35 8 
October, 1_ lJ.6 1LJ. 1 . 86 20 
II 
November, 1947 4 . 63 24 
December, 19Lf8 4 . 55 29 
I 
I 226 2 . 130 20 
I 
I 
lj Mi1 i tgry Gossip 
II Rank Items Percent 
I I 
I January, 1937 I 0 .oo 
February, 1938 0 .oo 
M9.rch , 1939 0 ~ 00 
April , 1940 0 .oo 
May, 19lf1 27 7 .59 
II J une, 1942 11 53 4 .24 
July, 1911·3 5 42 4 95 
Se~)ternber, 1945 1 84 13 . 51 
OctJober, 1946 21 14 1 . 86 
No rember, 1947 25 4 . 63 
December, 19lf8 0 .oo 
- - ·· 
21 264 1 . 922 
---- --=---===-----=-~- ---=-=-- ---= 
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- -- -- ---
Books 
Jl Date Rank Items Percent 
J~nuary, 1937 20 12 .98 
February, 1938 21 18 1.64 
Mc.,rc h, 1939 29 6 .52 
April, 1940 27 6 .54 
May, 19lJ·l 25 10 . 84 
June, 1942 20 11 . 88 
J uly, 1943 17 21 2.48 
September, 19Lf5 15 17 2.74 
I 
'l October, 19lJ·6 9 32 4. 24 
November, 1947 10 28 4. LJ.4 
II Dece!nber, 1948 22 8 1 . 11 
l1 
- -
lj 22 169 1 .593 
I 
I 
I Business News I 
Rank Items Percent 
- - -
J anuary, 1937 10 37 3.08 
II 
February, 1938 11 30 2. 73 
IVIa r c h, 1939 28 7 .60 I 
I 
I' A:Jril, 1940 25 7 . 63 
II Me.y, 1941 17 25 2 .09 
-=----:::;;..---::- ~ -------- -~=~-=--
Date 
June, 1942 
July, 1943 
September, 1945 
'I jl October, 1946 
I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
I 
I 
:!\Toveml::>er , 1947 
December, 948 
January, 1937 
I February, 1938 
I 
I 
. 
I[ 
1ll 
March, 1939 
April, 1940 
May, 1941 
June, 191~2 
July, 19Lf 3 
September, 19l.J-5 
October, 1946 
Nove _ b er, l9Lf7 
December , 1948 
J anuery, 1937 
-==--=-----~- -
Rank 
18 
29 
29 
32 
31 
25 
Sport Nevfs 
19 
22 
18 
23 
22 
15 
27 
22 
23 
26 
Pet Peeves 
29 
32 
Item 
16 
2 
1 
3 
0 
2 
130 
16 
11 
25 
13 
12 
30 
3 
0 
13 
0 
6 
129 
2 
2 
:?ercent 
1. 28 
.24 
.16 
.40 
.00 
.28 
1.'225 
1 . 33 
1.00 
2 .13 
1.15 
1 . 00 
2.40 
.35 
.oo 
1.72 
.00 
.84 
1.215 
.16 
.18 
126 
127 
----- -- --- - -- ---~- -- - ---Date Rank Items Percent 
I 
I March, 1939 31 3 .26 
I 19.i+O 28 li A"i]ril, 5 .45 
!I 
May, 1941 12 40 3.34 
I June, 1942 24 8 • 6LJ. 
July, 1943 21 14 1 . 65 
' Seutember, 19LJ5 0 .oo 
October , 1946 30 5 .66 
November, 1947 30 3 .Lf·7 
December, 1948 6 34 4.47 
27 116 1.093 
Roosevelt and the New Deal 
Rank Pro Anti Neutral Percent 
January, 1937 27 2 0 1 .25 
February, 1938 27 1 0 2 .25 
I lVIBrch, 1939 22 3 0 13 1. 37 
Ao::>ril, 19LJO 21 4 0 12 1.42 
May, 1941 20 7 0 7 1.17 
I s 1 June, 1942 25 0 l .48 
July, 1943 10 33 0 0 3.89 
September, 1945 25 2 0 2 .64 
October, 1946 35 2 0 0 . 27 
I November, 1947 34 1 0 0 .16 
I 
I f December, l9Ll·8 3Ll· 0 0 2 . 28 
I 28 60 0 40 .942 
. •t= 
--I 
I 
II 
128 
--=-- __;_ = c:_-=.. 
-- - -----
- ~ 
--
- ~ 
II Fear of Y.Tar 
Date Rank Pro Anti Neutr al Percent 
J anuary, 1937 25 3 2 0 . 42 
February , 1938 31 1 0 l .18 
IVIerch, 1939 23 6 6 1 1. 12 
A~d. l , 1940 29 1 1 0 .18 
I IVIay , 1941 34 2 0 0 .17 
I June, 1942 0 0 0 .00 July, 1943 0 0 0 .oo 
September, 1945 0 0 0 .00 
October, 1946 13 11 9 0 2 . 65 
November , 1947 15 16 3 0 3.01 
II 
December, 191.~8 12 24 0 0 3.35 
29 6l.J- 21 2 . 320 I 
II 
:I 
Communism 
1937 21 0 1 .08 Janua ry , 0 
Febr uary, 1938 0 0 0 .oo 
March, 1939 27 0 7 0 .60 
A")ril, l9l.J-O 24 0 6 2 .71 
Iviay , 1941 28 0 4 1 .42 
June, 1942 0 0 0 .00 
I July , l9l.J-3 31 0 0 2 .24 
II Seutember, 1945 25 0 2 2 .. 64 
'I -
I October, 1946 29 0 3 l .66 
jl November, l 9l.J-7 7 0 31 2 5.23 
--- = 
----
.::; -
Dnte 
December, 1948 
I 
I 
Jl October , 192J-6 
I 
h 
November, 1947 
Dec ember, 1948 
Jenuary , 19?7 
February, 1938 
Ma.rch, 1939 
April , 1940 
May , 1941 
June , 1942 
July , 1943 
Seut ember , 1945 
October, 1946 
Novem'oer, 1947 
December, 1948 
II J e.nua.r y, 
-----r--. . 
1937 
j, 
128 
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::.:;..,.-~ 
Rank Pro Anti Ne1tral Percen t 
-- · 
21 0 3 6 1.26 
30 0 58 16 .697 
Damon Runyan Fund 
Re.nk Items Percent 
32 5 .66 
3 LJ-2 6. 66 
10 25 3.49 
---
31 72 .678 
Poems 
II 
0 
0 
0 
34 1 . 09 
31 3 .25 
23 a ~75 / 
32 1 .12 
0 
11 29 3.84 
18 17 2.69 
27 5 . 69 
.I 
32 65 .613 
Hed~ed Predict ions 
24 6 .1~9 ,, 
129 
-# ---- ---
,, Date Rank Items Per cent I - --
'I Febr mry, 1938 25 7 ,64 
I 
I Me,rch, 1939 35 
1 . 09 
" 
A'Jril, 19l~O 26 6 .54 
I 1'-fay , 19LJ1 33 2 .17 
June, 1942 30 2 .16 
July, l9lf3 23 10 1.18 
September, l9lf5 0 .oo 
October, 1946 0 .oo 
I, 
November, 19l.j·7 31 2 . 32 
December , 1948 36 1 . J-4 I 
J~m8n 
R~mk Pro Anti NeutrBl Percent 
J<:>nua.r y, 1937 0 0 0 .00 
Februar:r, 1938 23 0 5 2 .64 
March, 1939 32 0 3 0 .26 
Apri l, 1940 0 0 0 .00 
May, 1941 29 0 5 0 .42 
June, 1942 29 0 2 0 .16 
J uly, 194·3 36 0 1 0 .12 
I Se"_Jtember, 1945 21 0 8 0 1 . 2 
I October, 1946 0 0 0 .oo 
II Novemb er, 1947 26 0 4 0 .63 
1948 33 0 2 0 . 28 11 December , 
34 0 30 2 . 301 
l' 
--
_, 
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Date Rrml Pro Anti Neutre.l Percent 
Decem er, 1948 0 0 0 .00 
1 17 12 .283 
I No Name I ems 
II ank I te:·:: s Perc ~mt 
., Janu2.ry, 1937 ~ "' .l 
!I 
_)I_; 
February, 1938 30 2 .1 
II 
~-1e rc h , 1939 34 l • 0 ~) II 
April, 1940 0 (' n 
II Me.y, 1941 30 4 .33 I' 
I 
June, 1942 31 2 .16 
July, 1943 )0 • 2Lt 
September, 1945 0 .oo 
October , 194 31 !:=; .66 
-' 
Novem0er , 1947 29 3 ,,1+7 
De cer·~~e-
' 
101~.e 26 5 60 . ./ 
37 26 • 2Lt4 
I Democrati c Po.rty_ 
!I 
RA~t1 ] - :!:"'l"C Anti rTe tr~.1 Per e·:11. 
---
I. 1937 3 1 0 . c8 
li 
Janu~ry, G 
Feb r ue . 1938 ?0 0 l 2 .27 
I " ' 
- J 
11~ rch, lS';·S' Lj. 3 1 6 . 85 
Apr l, 192!·0 31 0 0 l . o../ 
I II 
II "C'' ~r ' 941 0 0 0 .oo I +~~ -- ~ -------=:=;- ---
II II 
., 2 ..L. 
-~- - ---== --=--~-------- ~ 
I 
I 
June, 1942 32 1 0 0 .os-
July, 1943 28 0 0 3 • 35 
Se;Jtember, 1945 26 0 0 3 . 48 
I October, 1946 37 0 0 1 .13 
November, 1947 0 0 0 . oo 
II Decei"lbe.r , 1948 0 0 0 .oo 
38: 5 2 16 .216 
Truman 
October, 1946 17 0 17 1 2.39 
November, 1947 33 0 1 1 . 32 
I Dec ember, 1948 3~ 0 0 2 .28 
I 
39 0 18 4 .207 
Re-oublicPn Part y 
,I 
II JenuBry , 1937 0 0 0 .oo 
II February, 1938 0 0 0 .oo 
I MR,rch, 1939 . 30 0 5 0 .43 
April, 1940 0 0 0 .oo 
Ma.y, 1941 0 0 0 .oo 
June, 1942 28 0 3 0 .24 
jl July, 19L!3 33 0 1 0 .. 12 
li Se:')tember, 1945 0 0 0 .00 
October, 1946 27 0 r:; 0 .66 
..-' 
II 
·1 Novemoer, 1947 20 8 0 1 .27 
- ---
I 
I 
133 
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De.te Rank Pro Anti Neutral Percent 
II De cemoer, 1948 0 0 0 .oo 
II 
I 
40 0 22 0 .207 I lj 
II 
Unclassifyable 
II Rank I tems Percent 
I January, 1937 28 3 . 25 
Februe.ry, 193$ 0 .oo 
Merch, 1939 0 .oo 
II A:~lril, 1940 33 1 . 09 
May) 19lj·l 0 .oo 
June, 1942 0 .oo 
July, 1943 0 .oo 
1: 
Se~teml:Jer , 1945 0 .oo 
II October, 19}j-6 0 .oo 
I 
Novel1lber, 1947 0 .oo 
,I Dec ember, 948 30 3 • 1.~2 
II 
---
l.j.]_ T . 066 
Strong Foreign Poli cy 
January, 1937 0 .oo 
Febr e.ry, 1938 0 . 00 
Merch, 1939 0 .oo 
li April, 1940 0 .oo 
I :M<>"\T II '-·v ' 1941 0 .oo 
I 
June, 191.12 0 .oo I 
July, 191~3 0 .00 
---,-=------~ ~ - - ~~~ -~~_:.-=~ 
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Da.te Ra.nk I tems Percent 
I September , 1945 0 .oo 
October, 1946 29 5 .oo 
I 
II November, 1947 0 .oo 
II December, 1948' 
Lf2 5 .047 
Trial by 1rfinche1l 
Febr-t.l8.ry, 1938 33 l .09 
42 1 .009 r 

- -~ - - ---=-=----==---.:..:=-===------=-=----
' ,, 
I 
tRank Ca tegory 
1. lVIovies 
2. Ne1··lspaper 
Business 
3 . Me.rite1 News 
LJ.. Legt timate 
Tbeatre 
5. Me.c:e.z ine s 
6. Radio 
7 . Ni <7ht Clubs 
FEBRUARY 1938 
r t ems Pete Rank 
168 15.27 18. 
117 10 . 64 19 . 
85 7 .73 
20 . 
83 7. 55 21 . 
74 6 . 73 22 
67 6.09 23 . 
56 5.09 24. 
I 8. Ch::1racter Sl{e t ches 56 5 . 09 25. 
II 9 . 
'1 
• 
r· 
112. 
I 
113. 
14. 
Gags and Quo tes 
11 TI NK 11 
Va.udev1lle-
Burlesque 
Mus1c 
Gotham 
Social Goss i p 
~ 5 . Politica l Gossip 
16. 
II 
1 7 . 
Di-rJ1omatic 
Go ss i~ 
Busine s s Gossi:9 
50 Lj .• 54 26. 
37 3.36 27 . 
28. 
30 2 . 73 
29. 
29 2. 64 
27 2.45 30 . 
26 2.36 31 . 
23 2.09 32 . 
33. 
23 2.09 
20 1 .81 
19 - 'tle ekde.y 
Ca t egory I tem s Pe t . 
Crime and 1.73 
Gambl ing 19 
Hitler 
Musso1ini 19 1 . 73 
Own Pr a ise 19 1 .73 
Books 18 1.64 
Sports 11 1.00 
J apan 7 .64 
/l..nec dotes 7 . • ·64 
Hedged Predi x 7 . 64 
OVTn Doings 6 
.. 55 
FDR 3 . 27 
Le.bor 3 • 27 
Democrati c 
Part y 3 .27 
No Name I tems 2 .18 
Fear of War 2 . 18 
Pet Peeves 2 .. 18 
Tri a l by 
Winchell 1 . 18 
1 ,100 JOO. 00 
4 - Sunday Columns 
1100 Items 
II 
139 
II 
,, 
1'-
-:..=...__ --=---=---
,, 
=r------= 
I 
1
Rank Cate~ory 
l!l 1 . Mov ies 
2. Ma rital Nev1s 
II!1.;. RCH 1939 
Items Pe t. 
107 9 . 14 
90 7~ 69 
Rank Cate go ry 
18. Sports 
Rank Pet. 
21) 2 . 13 
3. Anecdotes 82 6.84 19 . GothP.rn 2 1 . 8 
22 1 . ~--4. Hi t l e r IVfu ssolini 74 6 . 3 20. Taxes 
II 
i' 
II 
5. Crime and 
Gambling 
6-. Diplomatic 
Gossip 
7. Ga9:s and Quotes 
8 . Character 
Sket ches 
9. Le~itimate 
Theatre 
I 10. Politi cal 
Gossip 
I' 11. Ni p;ht Clubs 
II 
'I 12. Newspar,Jer 
Business 
I' I 13 . Business Gossip 
14. Ovm Praise 
15. Magazine s 
1 6 . Radio 
I 
,I 
II 
---=- -+1: ~ ---= 
I 
I 
66 5. 6l.f 
64 5 . 47 
63 5 . 38 
63 5. 38 
63 5 . 3o 
56 4 .79 
51 4. 36 
41 3.50 
34 
3 
2 . 90 
2 . 82 
31 2 . 65 
29 2 . I . 
21 . I~usic: 1 1 . 62 
22 . New Deal 
FDR 16 1 . 37 
23 . Fe~r of War 13 
24 . Demo crats 10 
25. Own Doi ngs 9 
26 . Social Go ss ip 9 
27 . Communi sm 7 
28 . Vaudeville-
Burl esque 7 
29. Books 6 
30. Republicans 5 
31 . Pe t Peeves 
32 . Japan 
4 
4 
33. Labor 3 
34. No Name Items 1 
1 . 12 
. 85 
.77 
• 77 I 
.60 
. 60 
. 52 
. 43 
• 26 
• 26 I 
. 17 
.09 
35. Hedged Predix l .09 I 
-- --- I 
l '170 lOO. 00 
23 - ''~eekday 
4 - Sunday Columns 
1170 Items 
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=---
2. Go tham 
3 . Movies 
4. Crime g_nd 
·Gamb l ing 
5. Ga.gs and 
Quotes 
6. Own Pre.ise 
7. Nie;ht Clubs 
8 . Re.dio 
9. Ler.1;itimate 
Theatre 
10. Ane cdotes 
11. Nevlspaper 
Business 
12. Character 
Sl{e tches 
13. " TI NK " 
14 . Me.p;e.zines 
15 . Music 
APRIL 1940 
Items Pet. Rank Ce.tegory It 
-
Pet. It ems 
l ll 9. 88 18 . DilJlome.ti c 
Gossip 
20 1 .78 
110 9.79 
88 7. 84 
86 7 .65 
78 6 .95 
71 6 . 32 
61 5. 43 
54 4. 81 
50 4.45 
48 4.28 
47 4.18 
37 3. 29 
35 3.12 
30 2.68 
30 2 . 68 
19. Hitler 
20. Poli ti ca l 
Gossip 
21 . New Deal -
FDR 
22. 1inchell 1 s 
20 
17 
16 
Doings 14 
23 . Sports 13 
24. Communi sm 8 
25. Vaudeville-
Burlesqu e 7 
26. Hedged Predi x 6 
27. B'JOl{S 6 
28 . Pe t Peeves 5 
29 . Fear of '!Tar 2 
30 . Labor 2 
31 . Democrat 1 
32. Isoleti'Jni s ts l 
1 . 51 
1 . 42 
1.25 
1 . 15 
.71 
• 63 . 
.54 
.54 
.45 
. 18 
.18 
. 09 
~ 09 
16 . Business Gossip 24 2.14 33 . Unclassifyabl el . 09 
1 7. Social Gossip 23 2.05 34 . Poems 
22 - 1tleekday 
4 - Sunde.y Columns 
1123 Items 
l . 09 
1,123 100 . 00 
138 
139 
-
-------
MAY 1941 
'I Rank C2te~ory I tems Pet . Rank Cate(:'\ory Items Pe t . 
1. IsolRt i onism 210 10 . 02 18. Night Clubs 22 1. 84 
2. Ma rital News 115 9 . 60 19 . Music 14 1.17 
!I 3. Newsoapers 99 8 . 27 20 . New Dea l -
II FDR 14 1 .17 
II 4. Gags and C:""uote s 95 7 . 93 21. Po l i tic8.l 
ji 
5 . Char ct er Gossip 13 1.09 
Sketches 81 6 . 7 6 
I 22 . Sport s 12 1.00 
6 . 01_vn Praise 70 5 .85 
23. Cr ime and 
7 . Anecde>tes 70 5 . 85 Gambline; 11 . 92 
p Gotham 69 5. 76 24 . OHn Doings 10 .84 ~ . 
9. ~ovi es 48 l j. • 01 25. Books 10 .84 I' 
I 
I 10 . Hitler 4 3 3 . 59 26. Bus l ness I Goss i p 8 . 67 
,, 
11 . R~"dio 40 3 . 34 
27 . J:vli 1 l t a,ry 
12 . Pet Peeves 4·C' 3 . y~ G:J ss i·o 7 .58 
13 . Magazines 37 3.10 28. Communism 5 . 42 
14 . Leaitimate ~) 29 . Japan 5 .42 
. Theatre 37 3.J-O 
II 30. No Name Items4 .33 
I 15. 
Socie,l Gossip 34 2. 84 
31 . Poems 3 .25 
II 16 . Di"tJlomati c Gossi·o 29 ~.42 "Z,? Labor 3 .25 
I 
~- . 
17. Vavdeville - 33. Eed8ed Predix 2 . 17 
Burlesque 25 2.09 
34 . Fear of 't!ar 2 . 17 
1,197 100.00 
22 - 'P!e ekday 
I 4 - Sunday Columns 
I 
1197 Items 
---
L~ 
-
----
~·--=--==-
-
~--~--=- --
-- -
II 
~-1 
I Ran~r 
I 
1. 
ll 
2. 
"Z. 
../• 
I 
'I 
4. 
II 5. 
I 
6. 
7 . 
8. 
9 . 
10 . 
11 . 
I 
II 1 2. 
II 13. 
I lL!- . 
15. 
16. 
II 
I 
~t-
I 
I 
I 
Ca teyory Ite!TlS 
Legitimate 
TheB.t re 122 
Ma.r i t8.l News 120 
~'1o vi e s 10? 
Gags P.nd Quot e s 108 
Newspa-'Jers 87 
Anecdotes 78 
Goth m 77 
Hitler 7 6 
Ni~ht Clubs 67 
Crime and 
Ga:nbl in3 59 
Nll i tR.ry Gos s:'L9 53 
Social Gossip 4 3 
MBc:az ine s 39 
Mus i c 37 
Suorts 30 
Radio 26 
-·-=-=-== 
--- -----
JUNE 1942 
Pet. Ranl{ Ca t egory Items Pet. 
17 . Pol i tica.l 
9.76 Go ssip 20 1.60 
9.60 18 . .Surlesque-
Vaudeville 16 1 . 28 
8~72 
19. 1.3 .siness 
8.64 Gossi9 12 . 96 
6 . 96 20. Books 11 .88 
6. 2L!- 21 . I sole t i oni sm ll • .:·. 8 
6.16 22. Di plomatic 
Gos s i p 10 .80 
6.08 
23 . Po ems 9 • 72 
5 . 36 
24. Pet Peeves 8 .64 
4. 72 25. New Deal -
FDR 6 .48 
4 .24 
26. 0'-!n Doings 3 .24 
3.44 
27. 0'-ln Prai se 3 .24 
3.12 
28 . Republicans 3 • 2L!-
~. 96 
29 . Japan 2 . 16 
2.40 
30. Hed o:.ed Predlx 2 .16 
2 . 08 
31. No Name It em s 2 . 16 
32 . Democra t s 1 . 08 
1,250 100.00 
22 - \'Teekday 
4 - Sunday Columns 
1250 Items 
140 
-
~ 
- -
II 
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SEPTEMBER l9li5 
,Re,nl{ Catep;ory Items Pets. Rank Ca te.o:.o r:y Ttems Pet. 
l. Mili te"r:Y Go ssi"'9 84 13.51 17. Soei""'l Sossi:9 14 2. 26 
2. ME>rital Jews 76 12.23 18. CharP cter 
Sketches 12 1 . 94 
3. Movies 50 8.05 
19. Business 
4. Legitimate Go ssi:9 ll 1.77 
Theatre 45 7 .25 
20. Crime and 
5. Gotham 38 6.13 Gamblins 10 1.61 
II 
6. GEt!.! s Pnd Quotes 31 4.99 21. Japan 8 l. 28 
7. R2dio 29 4·. 67 22. rJ!.a_crazines 6 - 97 
8. Di :Jlomatic 23. Hitler 5 .80 
Gossip 27 4.35 
24. Russi a 4 .64 
9. Ovm Pra.i se 24 3 .87 
25. Ne·w Deal-FDR Lj. • 64 
10. Anecdotes 23 3.71 
26. Democrats 3 .48 
11 . l'!ev:rs~)B')er 
BlJ.sine ss 21 3 . 38 27 . Ovm Doings l .16 
12. l\~l c;ht Clubs 21 3. 38 28. Vaudeville-
Burlesque l .16 
13. 11 TINK" 20 3.22 
29. Labor l .16 
J.l! .• Politi ca.l. 
Go ssi:9 19 3.08 621 100 . 00 
i 15. Boo1\:s 17 2.77 I. 
li 16 . }{u.sic 16 2.58 
23 - v,!eekday (Bo ston) 
19 - \1eekday ( New York) 
4 - S1.nday (N ew York) 
621 Items 
t 
- .. ~~---
OC TOBER 1946 
Re.nk CateF-wry Items Pe t . Rank Cateaorv Items Pet. 
l. G .a:-s anc1 Quote s 93 12.32 20~ Diplomatic 
'1ossip 
2. M,rital News 
3. Hitler-Nazis 
4. l!J:ovies 
5. Ane cdotes 
6 . Lep;itimate 
Theatre 
7 . Social Go ss i ::,J 
8. Redio 
9. Books 
10. Crime end 
Gambling 
ll . Fo~ms 
I 12. 
II 13. FeB.r 'Jf itTr r 
14. ~ueic 
15 . Cheracter 
Sketche s 
16. Night Cl ulJs 
1 17. Truman 
60 
50 
LJ-4 
40 
38 
38 
35 
32 
30 
22 
20 
19 
19 
18 
18 
18 . Political Gossip 17 
I 
~ 
19 . Business Go2s i p 16 
7. 96 
6 . 62 
5.84 
5.31 
5. 04 
5.04 
4 .64 
4.24 
3.98 
3.84 
2.92 
2.65 
2.53 
2 . 53 
2 . 39 
2.26 
2.12 
14 1.86 
21. Milita ry 
Go::: sip lLJ. 1.66 
22. Sports 
23. 0'.-rn Praise 
13. 1.72 
10 1.33 
24. Isole.tionistslO 1 . 33 
25. Labor 
26. Gothe.m 
27. Re·'mbl i cans 
28. StrCJn!3 Forei gn 
7 
7 
5 
Policy 5 
29. Russia 
30. Pe t Peevee 
5 
5 
31. No Name Items 5 
32. R nyan Fun 5 
33 . VE'.u, eville-
BurJ.esc;_ e 3 
34 Me~azines · 
35. New Deal-::t'DR 2 
36. Taxes l 
37 . Democrats 
38. O'·m Do inc.:.s 
l 
1 
. 93 
.93 
.66 
.66 
.66 
. 66 
.66 
. 66 
.40 
• .Lto 
. 27 
.13 
.13 
. 13 
754100.00 
26 - Weekday (Bo ston) 
22 - 't!eekday (New York) 
4 - Sunday (New York) 
754 I tei!'.s 
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l'!OVE:VJBER 1947 
1Rank Ca tegory Items Pet. Rank CF.tte p.:o rv Iter.:1 P e t . 
1 . Ge.o_-s e.nd i:;h.1o tes 69 10 . ? 5 20. Re'.')Ublicans 
2 . lviovi es 46 7 . 29 21 . Own Prai se 
3 . Runyr.n Fund 42 
~ - M?rit~l News 40 
5. "Thin!7.s I Never 
Knew " 39 
6~ Le'3i t i mate 
Th ,e tre 
) 7. Communism 
11 8 . 11Iusic 
9. Ni ,:ht Clubs 
10. News:pa?ers 
'' 11. Books 
12 . Soc i Rl qossip 
1 13 . Crime Q_nd 
G~ r-.r:o1 in':: 
34 
33 
32 
30 
26 
28 
25 
22 
14 . Politi cal Gossip 20 
19 
16. Ane cdo tes 18 
I 
!I 17. Rr=tdio 18 
18 . Poems 17 
t1 19 . Ovrn Doin'!s 9 
6. 06 
6.34 
6.18 
5. 39 
5.23 
5.07 
l.f. 76 
4.12 
3.4-9 
3.16 
3.01 
2. 26 
2. 86 
2 .69 
22. Char8.cter 
Ske tc hes 8 1 .27 
23. Bus i ness Go ss~D 7 1.10 
2l.f . Dio1omati c 
Gossi:p 4 . 63 
25. Militar y Gossip l.f 
. 63 
26. J apan 4 . 63 
27. I solationis t s 3 .47 
28 . Na:-e. zines 3 .47 
29 . ~o Name Ite~c ~ 
3 
31 . Hed~ed Pr~ i x 2 . 32 
::-~ . Tru m::m 
35.. Tc.::es l l; . --
?i6 . Pit1er ]_ 
631 00 . 00 
26 - Weeuays (Bos t on 
22 - W ekda ys (New Yor k ) 
4 - Sundays ( Ne"tr York) 
631 Items 
---~-= ---
l -4 4 
~---=--=-- -=---- ::..-=----=-=--
DECEMBE LJJ.8 
I R:=mk Catep:,o rv Cater;Q:£.Y Items Pe t. 
l. G.:..fW and (;~uote s 109 15. 20 19. Newsoe~er 
BusineRs 
12 l 67 
2. Legitimate 
Theatre 
4. }f: qri tal News 
5. Il.lovies 
6. Pe t Peeves 
7. "Things I Never 
Kne':r " 
11 8. Mus ic 
J 9. 01-rn P.rai s e 
II 10. Runypn Fund 
l l . Social Gossip 
12. ee.r of We,.r 
13 . :rue _t C~ubs 
14. Ch"1.r8cter 
Sketches 
15 . Cr me e.nd 
G-'?::nb1 in~ 
16~ Business ~o ssip 
17. Gothe.m 
18. Anecdotes 
62 
61 
60 
53 
3l.J· 
27 
26 
25 
25 
24 
20 
18 
18 
16 
14 
13 
8.65 20. Hi tler 
2.51 21. Russia 
8.37 22. Books 
7 . 39 23. Sport s 
4.74 24 . Pol iti cal 
Gossip 
3.77 25. MP£Zazines 
9 1.2 
9 l. 26 
8 l.ll 
6 . 84 
6 
6 
.84 
3.63 26. No Eame Items 5 . 69 
3. 40 27. Poems 5 .69 
3.49 28. Own Doin~s 4 .55 
3.35 29 . Di~lomatic 
Go ssi D 4 . 5 
3.35 
30. Unclassifynb1e 3 .4 2 
2. 79 
2.51 { 
31. V'-".udeville-
Bur1esque 
32. Truman 
2.51 33. Ja-ran 
2 
2 
2 
2. 23 Yl·. New Dec:t1-FDR 2 
1.95 35. Iso1otionists 2 
1.81 36. Hedrred P.redix 1 
.2 
.2 
.28 
.28 
.28 
717100.00 
26 - ~'leekde.ys (Bos ton)' 
22 - 'r!eekde.ys (New York) 
4 - Sundc:tys ( Nevr York) 
717 Items 
--=- _:.,.;._-_-~---·--
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146 
-
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Date Co lumns Ite ms Items/Colmnn 
-----
Januery 1937 31 1202 3 . 27 
February 1938 23 1100 47e 82 
Mr' r·ch :1.9 39 27 1170 43.33 
A:9ril 1940 26 1123 43.19 
Me.y 1941 26 1197 46.04 
J une 191.!.2 26 1250 1.16.15 
J ulv 194 3 26 847 32.57 
" 
Sente'11Jer 1945 23 621 27 . 00 
October 192!6 26 754 29.00 
Nov emlJer 1947 26 631 24.27 
December 1948 26 717 27.57 
286 10612 
The a:;J:_J8.rent sudden drop i n the number of i tern s per 
mont h , and i tern s per c olumn, i s due to t he f a ct thR.t the 
3os t on Re co rd, in which nine of t he eleven mont hs were 
ree.d, which in t he pe.st ha. ' ;Jrlnted t he column just as i t 
r an i n the ori 13in.e l in t he NeY.r York Mi rror, t ook to c t t ting 
off t he bottom t hird or more of the c olumn . No :'Jrejudi ce 
v·Te.s indic A. ted, es it v1as a l-vmys t he bottom third . 
I ~-~--
Footnotes to Chao t e r I 
1 . Goss i . , the Life G.nd Tim~s of 1.'TPlter Winchell, St. Clair · 
I\1cKelvvay , Vi Jdn_rr Pre s s, New York, 1940, :p . 149. 
2. The Columnist, A Critical Survev , Che,rles Fisher, Ho':rell 
8.nd Soskin, New York , 1944 , P e 89 . 
3 • I b id • , 9 8 9 • 
4. Ioid., p . 89. 
5. Fortune, Vol .. XXI (J e.nuary, 1940 ), pp . 90-92 . The Fortune 
survey i e conduc ted by t he research organization of Elmo 
Roper. 
6. 'rial ter Li ::roma.nn, A Stud:;r i n Pe rson a l Journalism, Dav i d 
Elli ot Weingast, Rut~e r s Universi t y Press, Van Rees Press , 
New York, p: 32, 194§ . 
7. :r.~c Keh·rey , 22_ . cit., p . l Ltl. 
8 . I b i d ., 9 . lLfl. 
8 9. . Fi she r , 2.2 . .9 it • , :0 • l 0 9 • • 
9. Leonard Lyons, Dorothy Ki l ~allen, Ed Sullivan, Dan ton 
Welker, Louella Parson , Hedda Hopper, Paul Deni s . 
10. McKel 'ra:r , 22· cit. ' - 39 . ~ . 
ll . McKelv.ra.y , .Q.2.. cit. ' lJ • 87. 
12. I b i , p . 88 . 
13 . 1:lith I.o):.:!.ons of Love, Jose"Jh P . Kar.:1~' ' Consitutional Educ a -
tionB.l LeB.gu8"; 3Li2 J\Jiadison Aven:ue, Nevv York, 1948, ~ . T. 
14 . An Onen Le t ter to Con,...,. r ess, Jose:[)h P . Kemp , Constitution 1 
Ech_;c8tionel Lea7ue, 342 Madison Avenue , New York, 1948, 
P · ~o. -
15. Ne·w York Da i1y_ ':Jorker, FeburEry 2, 1 944-. 
' 
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Footnotes to ChaDter II 
1 . Ori~ inally gods i p , from the french . ~ebster ' s Colle~iate 
Dictionary, Fifth Edition, G. and C. Merri am Co ., 
Springfield, ~as sachus etts, 1943, p . 431. 
2. ~cKelway, 2.2_. cit., :9 . 15. 
3 . See f ootnote 9, C ha~'J ter 1 • 
.Lr. Fortune M2.7az i ne, Vol ume XX (August, 1939 )" 11 The Pre ss and 
t he People ' , ~ survey. 
5. Ti me, Volume XXXII, Number 2, July 11, 1938, ~ . 33 . 
6. McKelway , 22· cit., pl) . 16-18. 
7. Fi sher, o~o . ci!:_., o . 89. 
8 McKelv ay, 212. · cit., :9 . 19. 
9. Colli er's, February 28 , 1948 , l) . 12 . 
10 . McKehJe.y, cro . ·_c it. ·o . 139 . 
11 . I b i d ~ . lLfO . 
12 . I 1J i d . , ~). 140. 
13. I b i d . , p . 140. 
14 . 1.'Tit h Lotions o:f Love, Ke.m~ , -o:p . 23, 31, 32 , 33, 39, 40, 
~42, 2.1·3, 44. -- -
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Footnotes to Chap t e r III 
1. Fisher, 0 ') . cit . , p . 104. 
2 . With Loti ons of Love, Kemp , p . 27. 
3 . Fisher, 22· ci t ., 0 . los: 
4 • I o i d • , :J • 1 o 5 • 
5. Ibid., p . 105 . 
6 . Vfc.shi n9"ton Times-Herald , 11vvinchell, the pop - p;v.n n'3 rtiot 11 , 
Georgi anna X. Pres t on , J1ly 1 9, 1942. 
7 . Ib i d., .July 19, 1942. 
8. Ti me, July 11 , 1938 , p . 33. 
9 . Ibid . , p . 33 . 
10. Mc Kelvre.~r , o·o. cit •. 
- - ' 
~) . 70. 
11. Ibid . , p . 69 . 
12. Ibid . , -9 . 70 
13. Time _, 22. · cit_ . , ·o • 33. 
14 . McKe1way, 9..12. ' ' cit. , p . 71. 
15 . Ibi -::1 . , ~') . 69 . 
16 . I b i d . 
17 . Ibid . , p . 72. 
18. Fisher, ou. cit . , p . 105. 
19 . Ti~e, Q£ cit., p . 33 . 
20 . Ib i d . 
21 . Ibid . 
22. Fi sher, ££· ci t . , D , 105 . 
2 3 . Kinv Features Syndicat e B i o~r Dhic a1 Series . No . 71. 
24. Time , £!2.. cit., p . 33 . 
1LJ9 
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25. Ibid . 
26. Fis her, QQ. cit., D. 106. 
27. Ibid . 
28. Ibid. 
29 . I bid. 
30. Time , Q£. ci t ., ~ . 33 . 
31. Fi sher, 22· c it. , p . 107. 
32. McKehva.y , on . cit., p . 75 . 
33. I bid . 
34 . Ti me , o o . cit . , p . 33 . 
35. McKe1way , 212. · cit. , p . 7 6. 
3 6 . Ti r.:le, 22 · cit. ' p . 33 . 
-7 F ' h · ·' ·t 1 07 5 • l s. _e r , o o • ~. , -., . · • 
38 . ~~cKelway, 2.2· cit. , p . 7 6 . 
39 . I bid. 
lJ.O . Time , OD . ci t. 
41. Ibid . 
lj 2. McKeh""'·Y, op. cit . , p. 77 . 
4 3 . Fisher, 2.2· ci t . , p. 107. 
44 . McKel we_y , QQ. c:it., p . 77. 
45. I b i :i. , '9 · 78 . 
Lf6. I b i d ., 
Lf7. Time, op. c :L t. , -9 . 35. 
4 8 . McKelvre"y, 2.::2. . cit . , .9 . 78 
4 9 . Time, on . cit. , p . 35 . 
50 . ~~c KelwB.y, 22· cit . , p. 77 . 
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50A. Time , on . cit., p . 35. 
51. Fisher, Q£ . cit., n . 109 
51A. Ibi d ., p . 109. 
52 . King Features 
53 . Time, 22· ~it., n . 35 . 
54. I"8id . 
55 . Col l ier ' s February 28 , 1948, p . 12 . 
56. McKehray , .£2. . ci t . , -;~ . 82. 
57 . I bid. , p . 86. 
58 . Fi sher , ££• ci~., p . 114 . 
59. I b i d . , p . 114. 
60 . I bid . 
61 .. :t·kKelwa~; , 22· _cit., p . 86 . 
62. I1Jid . ' p . 87. 
63. Ibi d. 
64. Fisher, on . cit., p . 115. 
65 . I b i d . 
66. Time, p . 35 . 
67 . Ibi d . 
Fi sher , 922. . cit . , lJ . 116. 
70. McKel vm.y , on. c i t., p . 111. 
71. 1tT i th Lotions of I:ove, Kem:p , p . 109 . 
72. NcKel ' ra.y, 222.· _git. , n . 109 . 
7 3. I b i d ., p . 111. 
74 . I bid ., p. 106 . 
75. }_bid . 
7 6 . Ibi d . 
77 . Ibid. , p . 108 . 
78 . roid . ' p . 112. 
79. Ibid. 
so . I bid . 
81 . Ibid., p . 113 . 
82. Ibid . 
83 . Ibid. 
8 4 . I b i d . 
85. Ne oJ Yodr Times, Februa ry 1 2 , 1932. 
86 . J'VIcKelvm.y , 2£· cit . , p . 115 
8 7 • I b i d • , 9 • 116 • 
88 . Fi sher, OD. ci~ . , p . 122. 
so 
./ . Ibi d • 
90. Mc Kelvray , ~- cit~, 9 · 1 26. 
91. Ibi d~, p . 65 
92. Fisher, QQ . cit. , p . 119. 
93. Nev,'svree1~, s-9e t ernber 4 . 1939 
94. Ibid. 
95 . l"icKe lway, 2.£. cit., p . 120. 
96 . Collier ' ~, February 28 , 1948, p. 12. 
97 . See s t a.tistics in " Isole ti oni s t s " C8_tego ry. 
98 . Time, Au'!us tl, l9l.J-l, p . Lfl 
99 . ~'lichell 1 s ovn1 column, FeJrua r y 23, 1942, New York Mirror, 
p . 10 . 
100. 1:T i t_b Lotions of Love, Karnp, p . 25. 
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101. Fi sher, OD . ci t . , p . 1 25. 
1 02 . Time , ~Ic. r c h 1 6, 1 9l.J-2 ' p . 66 . 
103 . Fis her , op , cit . , p . 129 . 
104 . Time , Mc:.rc h 1 6 , 1 942, p . 66. 
105 . I b i d . 
1 06 . Time_, J anuary 11 , 1 943 , p . 1~ 1 
1 C7 . Col :;p e r' s Febru a r y 2[ , 1 948 , p . 13 . 
l OS. F is hsr , OD . c i t . ,~ . 1 25 . 
1 09 . Ti me , Fe':Jru2.r y 22, l~L: 3 , ~-.; . ;C,[' 
110. Ibli . 
111 . 1'Tith Lotions of Love , ICe.m9 . 9 . 20 . 
112 . Collier ' 's , Februo.ry 28 , 1948, lJ · 13 . 
113 . I b i d . 
114 . LPd i es Home J our nal, June , 1 940 , o . 27. 
1 1 5 . I b i d . 
116 . Mc Kel 'I'H,_y , QQ . c i t . , _p . 37. 
1 17. I b i d . 
118 . I b i d ., p . 36. 
1 1 9 . Fi sher, QQ . c i t ., p . 97. 
120 . I b i d . , p . 1 31 . 
120A. . Cinc innati Enqu irer , qu ote d i n Time, Me.rc h 1 , 1 948 , p . 68 
l l 7A. Le.d i es Home Jour nal, 9 . 27. 
121. Newsweek , Oc tober 27, 1 947, p . 66 . 
1 22 . Ibid . 
123 . I bid . 
1 24. C ol li er ' ~, Feb r uary 28 , 194 8 , o . 12 . 
1 5 3 
125 . I bid. 
126 . I b i d . 
127. Ibi d . 
1 28 . Atlanti c ~~ont lv, July, 1945 , p . 42. 
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